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Next meeting 10.30am 
23 Robyn Road 

Albion Park Rail 

For a Pruning demonstration 

Followed by lunch  

Then on to Coniston Community Centre 

For the usually meeting at 2pm 

Ruta Hagman 

Champion Bloom of the Reticulata Show 



 PRESIDENT‟S MESSAGE SEPTEMBER 2015  

Greetings to all our readers here in the Illawarra and else– 

where. 

The judges at our 17th Annual Camellia Reticulata Show, Des 

and Ginette Klemke (pictured above) from the Hume Affiliate, 

certainly had a tough time in deciding the Champion Blooms at  

the show held in the Uniting Church at Bulli on Saturday,  

August 8th. 

 

They had to sort out the champion blooms from the 668 that 

were presented on the show benches. 

 

They chose a beautiful bloom of “Ruta Hagmann”, presented 

by Jim Powell and Jenny Donohoe as the Champion Bloom of 

the Show, “Lady Pamela” presented by          (cont. next page) 

Retic show judges Des & Ginette Klemke from Hume with 

Vice-president Don Dewhurst 
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(cont. from previous page) 

C & H Chapman was judged to be the Reserve Champion. A bloom 

of “Tyrrhenian Gown”  was declared the Champion Australian 

Raised Cultivar also presented by C & H Chapman and the Champion 

Collection was chosen to be a group of five “Emma Gaeta Variegat-

ed” grown by C & H Chapman who also won the prize as the “Most  

Successful Competitor. 

 

A glorious group of three blooms of “Valentine Day Variegated” was 

selected by the “Donor” Alan McGovern to be “The Best Group of 

Three Formal Double Blooms”. They were grown by S & K Reiman 

who won “The Betty McGovern Memorial Award”.  

The Show was held on a fine day and was well attended and turned 

out to be one of the few reticulata shows where we didn‟t finish in 

debit. 

 

Now that the „Show Season‟ is completed, we may be able to get 

back to the ordinary run-of-the-mill business meetings in the few 

months remaining in the year 2015, however, our next meeting, 

planned for September 26th, will be anything other than ordinary. 

We will gather at the home of Kevin and Sandra Reiman, 23 Robyn 

Road Albion Park Rail at 10.00am for a “Pruning Demonstration” by 

Chris Chapman. When the demonstration is completed, we will have 

a Pizza Lunch” then make our way to the Coniston Community Hall 

where we will have our Monthly meeting and „Bloom Competition‟.  

Competitors will be allowed extra time to place their blooms before 

judging commences.      (cont. next page.) 



 (cont. from previous page) 

Those who don‟t want to eat pizza for lunch (provided from 

Society Funds) can bring something that they would rather eat. 

This will be something that we have never previously attempt-

ed, and in the event of rain spoiling the demonstration, may I 

suggest that it be cancelled and we will just have our monthly 

meeting and bloom competition at the  Coniston Community 

Hall. 

 

I‟d like to express our need for people who will be prepared to 

take a more active role in our Society. Some of the people 

presently at the helm are in need of relief from the everyday 

duties that they have been doing for many years. The small 

break from November to February isn‟t long enough to allow 

people to unwind before the time arrives to begin all over 

again. In past years it was always considered that a person be 

elected for a three year term of office, but somehow that seems 

to have been forgotten. This will be raised in General Business 

at the September Meeting and it will be most pleasing to see 

some others who will offer some of their time in the future. 

Our membership numbers are rising, which is most pleasing to 

see, but we are in need of people who will assist in the general 

running of the society. I look forward to expressions of interest 

from the membership. 

 

As a matter of interest, the positions that will be voted on at 

the election in October are as follows: President -Vice President

– Secretary– treasurer and five (5) Committee persons. Any 

Financial Member is able to fill in a Nomination Form for any 

position but you must have someone to “Second” your nomina-

tion and the person nominated must also sign, signifying that 

they will be prepared to accept your Nomination.  

 

Please give this request for assistance your utmost attention 

before we meet again on Saturday September 26th, I sincerely 

look forward to any offers of help for the year 2016.  
           WW. 



 Minutes of Monthly Meeting 

held at Coniston Community Centre15 August 2015  

 

Meeting Opened: 2pm by President William Walker who welcomed  

new members Bernie & Clarissa Wilkes, Robyn Harriott and Cliff & 

Marion Francis also guest speakers Lyn Brown and Jacqui Pay.  

 Mention was made of the passing of John Hunt who has been 

responsible for introducing several new reticulata camellias.  

Present: 33 members and 4 visitors 

Apologies:  Jim & Jenny, Jean Groves, John Delaforce, Janice Walker, 

Ruth Robinson, Phil & Anne Laird 

Sick members report: Janice has not recovered well from her recent 

surgery, suffering much pain 

Birthdays: William passed on best wishes to all having birthdays in 

July and August 

Minutes of Last Meeting: Confirmed on a motion from Lola Flanagan 

and seconded by Judy Keast following a correction to the month of 

the minutes 

Business Arising: Facebook –  no report available 

Treasurer‟s Report: Presented 

Correspondence: 

 Berry Garden Festival – 8-11 October 

 Narrandera Garden Club_ Camellia show – 21,22 August 

 GCA – 2016 calendar 

 Sing-along with your favourite hymns – 23 August AP Uniting 

 Church 

 Urimbirra Bonsai Exhibition 12,13 September Heininger hall 

 Dapto 

 Camellias Australia -  Information for National congress. Judy  

 will act as proxies for  William and Sandra  

 Bundanoon Garden Ramble – 24,25 October 

 GCA – Our Gardens magazine 

 Neutrog – newsletter 

 Galston Open Gardens – 16,17,18 October 

 Highlands Garden Soc. Camellia Show and Market Day – 12 

 September 

 Newsletters – WA and St George + email copies 

General Business: 

 Monthly meetings – information given to new members re 

benching blooms e.g. starting times,  bloom classes & presenta-

tion - Judging school 



 Shows – members asked to give comments re shows. Generally 

agreed that the TIGS venue was great. Plenty of room to move 

around benches. More signage needed for parking.  Church hall 

was suitable however a comment was made that the lighting did 

not show up the blooms to their best. This is a problem that can-

not be overcome. 

 It was explained to members that grafted plants on sale at the 

retic show are for the general public.  Members reminded that 

William and Kevin will take orders for grafted plants from 

members throughout the year  

 There is a need for more members to become involved in learn-

ing to graft. It is hoped to have a workshop on this at the next 

meeting. If you have a grafting knife bring it to the meeting.  

 Show co-ordinator – Kevin needs to give up the role of show co

-ordinator so a replacement is required.  

 Neutrog orders can now be placed with Sandra, order will go to 

Neutrog as soon as we have enough for a pallet. A new distribu-

tion point is needed. 

 AGM coming up in October so looking for new committee 

members 

 Next meeting – Something different is planned.  Chris Chapman 

is going to give a pruning demonstration.  To do this is mem-

bers are invited to arrive at Sandra and Kevin‟s home (23 Robyn 

Road Albion Park Rail) at 10.30am. Members are able to walk 

around the garden and identify a plant that they would like to 

know how to prune. Chris will be pruning two plants. One large 

and one smaller but will then answer members questions about 

the plants they have chosen.  Lunch of pizza or your own sand-

wich etc. will follow and then move to Coniston Community 

Centre for the usual monthly meeting activities.  

Raffle: Plant of Tulip Time donated by CamelliasRus won by  

  Ewald Muller 

Guest speakers: Lyn Brown and Jacqui Pay gave a very informative 

talk on “Operation Christmas Child” and invited those members inter-

ested to become involved. 

 

Meeting Closed: 3.30pm  

 

PLEASE DON’T FORGET OUR NEXT MEETING WILL 

BE SEPTEMBER 26TH AT 23 Robyn road Albion Park 

Rail at 10.30am for a pruning demonstration.  



  PRESIDENT‟S REPORT OF THE RETICULATA SHOW 

I consider Our 17th Annual Camellia Reticulata Show to have been an 

outstanding success. The weather leading up to the show was most 

pleasant, the day of the show was fine and cool but there was no wind. 

There were very few zero entry classes and we had a reasonable re-

sponse from the paying public who came to see 668 reticulata blooms 

in various colours and there was a selection of grafted camellia reticu-

lata plants for sale on the “Trading Table” and all combined to enable 

us to be able to cover all our costs with a little left over. 

One needed to walk down to class 15 before encountering a non-

contested class which happened to be “Forty Niner” and that was the 

only uncontested class in our show of 70 classes. 

The judges for our show were Des and Ginette Klemke. They did a 

very thorough  job in judging our show and I must admit that I felt 

very sorry for them when they came and  looked at Class 11-  “Dr 

Clifford Parks”. They had to cast their eyes over 42 blooms and then at 

the very next class, Class 12 “Ellie‟s Girl”, another 22 blooms were 

there, all looking to be choses as  „First In Class‟. 

It was the only Retic Show that we‟ve had that I can recall having only 

one uncontested class. I must admit that we make an Annual Review 

of our Show Schedules, for both our “Varietal Show in July and the 

“Reticulata Show”   in August each year, and that has resulted in the 

exclusion of some „unpopular‟ cultivars. We (The Show Committee) 

consider that there is an ever increasing number of Reticulata 

cultivars that are appearing and available to our membership, 

so that they can be included in our schedules. Over the past 

few years, some of those deleted are: “California Dawn” and 

“Sunset”, “Three Dreams”, “Alice Spragg”, “Black Lace”, 

“Brian” and “Brian Variegated”, “Dream Castle”  (cont. over.) 



 (cont. from previous page) 

“Kohinor”, “Milo Rowell‟ and  “Zipao”. However, if someone 

can present blooms of a cultivar and there isn‟t a named class 

for it, it can be entered in a class for “Unlisted Cultivars”. We 

list two such classes, one for “Blooms Semi Double and Irregu-

lar Semi Double” and another for “Blooms Of Any Other 

Form”. 

 

Some of the classes with multiple entries other than those pre-

viously mentioned were “Al Gunn-21, “Frank Houser”-13, 

“Harold L Paige”-12, “John Hunt”/“Tony Hunt”-12, “Lady 

Pamela”-10, Lasca Beauty”-20, “Lovely Lady”-15, “Pharaoh”-

11, “San Marino”-17, “Ted Craig”-15, “Tyrrhenian Gown”-17, 

“Valentine Day”- 23, “Valentine Day Variegated”-11, “Valley 

Knudsen”-14, “Winter‟s Own Variegated”-12. While in the 

collections, there were reasonable figures– Three Blooms NND 

had 42 blooms, Three Blooms different varieties-12 Three 

Blooms Variegated-12, Three blooms formal double –9, Five 

Blooms NND –45 and Five Blooms different varieties-30. 

 

All of the  „grafted Plants‟ placed on the “Trading Table” were 

sold in a very short time after the doors were opened.   

 

A most pleasing aspect of our shows this year was the fact that 

we gained some new members. I am not at liberty to print their 

names without their permission but, may I extend to you all a 

very warm welcome to Camellias Illawarra Incorporated. I sin-

cerely hope that you will learn all that you want to know about 

our favourite flower. If there is any specific question/s you 

would like answered, please feel free to talk to me at any time, 

either at a meeting or by phone or email, whatever you prefer. 

We have some very knowledgeable people as members of our 

“Most Friendly Society” who will be only too happy to help 

you in any aspect of growing and/or showing your camellias, 

so, please, don‟t be afraid to ask.      WW. 



 PAINTING THE CHURCH 

There once was a Scottish painter named Smokey Macgregor 

who was very interested in making a penny where he could. So 

he often thinned down his paint to make it go a wee fit further.  

 

As it happened, he got away with this for some time, but even-

tually the local Church decided to do a big restoration job on 

one of their biggest buildings. 

Smokey put in a bid, and because the price was so low, he got 

the job. So he set about erecting the scaffolding and setting up 

the planks, and buying the paint and yes, I am sorry to say, 

thinning it down with turpentine…..  

 

Well, Smokey was up on the scaffolding, painting away, the 

job nearly completed, when suddenly there was an horrendous 

clap of thunder, the sky opened and the rain poured down in 

torrents, washing the thinned paint from all over the church 

and knocking Smokey off the scaffold to land on the lawn 

among the gravestones, surrounded by tell -tale puddles of the 

thinned paint. 

Smokey was no fool. He knew this was a judgement from the 

Almighty, so he got down on his knees and cried:  

“Oh God, Oh God, please forgive me, what should I do?”  

 

And from the thunder, a mighty voice spoke saying:  

 

REPAINT!  REPAINT!    AND THIN NO MORE!!”  

 

 
NEUTROG ORDERS 

Order forms for all Neutrog products are available at every 

meeting, so if you need any, please fill in an order form and 

give it, together with the money to Sandra Reiman and the or-

der will be sent to Neutrog as soon as there is enough product 

ordered to make a pallet load. If you need help or advice, 

please speak to me at any time.      WW. 



 
 



 GETTING OLD 

 

I‟ve surely gotten old! I‟ve has two bypass surgeries, 

a hip replacement, new knees. Fought prostate cancer 

and diabetes, I‟m half blind, can‟t hear anything quit-

ter than a jet engine. 

I take 40 different medications that make me dizzy, 

winded and subject to blackouts, have bouts with de-

mentia, have poor circulation, can hardly feel my 

hands and feet anymore.  

Can‟t remember if I‟m 85 or 92 and have lost all my 

friends. 

But-thank God, I still have my driver‟s licence!!  

Some of the blooms at the 2015 annual reticulata show 



Calendar 2015 

September 5-6 Albury Camellia Show Lavington 

September 12 Urimbirra Bonsai Society, Bonsai Show Dapto 

September 12 Highlands Camellia Show & Market Day  

September 17-20 National Congress, Windsor 

September 26 Monthly meeting - Chris Chapman - Pruning 

October 8-11 Berry Garden Festival 

October 10-11 Robertson Open Gardens 

October 17  AGM Coniston Community Centre 

October 16-17-18 Galston Open Gardens 

October 24-25 Bundanoon Garden Ramble 

November 21  Christmas Party 


