
An Affiliate of Camellias Australia Inc  

www.camelliasillawarra.org.au 

Next meeting 17 October 2015 

Annual General Meeting 

and Election of  Office-bearers 

Coniston Community Centre 2pm 

Guest Speaker - Jim Powell 

Camellias Australia National Congress 2015  

Chris Chapman showing us how to prune a camellia bush 



  

Some of Jim Powell’s pictures from the pruning demonstration  



CAMELLIAS ILLAWARRA INC 

President: Mr William Walker walker38@optusnet.com.au  42842790 

     29 East St, Russell Vale. NSW 2517 

V. President: Mr  Don Dewhurst dandddewhurst@bigpond.com 98209912 

     7 Moselle Place, Eschol Park. NSW  2558 

Secretary: Mr Kevin Reiman cam.illawarra@gmail.com  42565794 

     23 Robyn Road, Albion Park Rail. NSW 2527 

Treasurer/ Mrs Sandra Reiman cam.illawarra@gmail.com  42565794 

Membership Secretary:  23 Robyn Road, Albion Park Rail. NSW 2527 

Editor:  Mr William Walker walker38@optusnet.com.au  42842790 

Committee: Mr Alan McGovern, Mr Brad Walker, Mrs Elizabeth Martin,                          
  Mrs Janice Walker, Mrs Tina Hamer                                                                                                           

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE OCTOBER 2015 

S.O. S. Needed urgently, people who will be willing to take 

some responsibility for maintaining Camellias Illawarra Inc.  

 

I made this request as we began our meeting in September. I 

also said that Nomination Forms were available and that each 

nomination must have the signatures of a Proposer and a Sec-

onder and that the person nominated must also sign signifying 

their willingness to accept the nominated position. I was ex-

tremely disappointed when told that there were no nomina-

tions, not even one or two for Committee Member. We will not 

have any further meetings before the Annual General Meeting 

and Election of Office-Bearers for 2015 on Saturday October 

17, and as there has been no Nomination Forms received, then 

our only hope is that some Nominations might be received at 

the election meeting. We can only hope that someone will real-

ise the importance of presenting Nomination Forms with names 

thereon so that we can continue to operate as Camellias  

Illawarra Incorporated!         (cont. on page 4.) 

Annual fees are now due 

Household $24, Single $20 



 (cont. from page 3.) 

Our Christmas Luncheon will once again be held at the Bulli 

Workers’ Club on Saturday November 21st. For the past four 

years we have enjoyed the meal and facilities provided there 

where have enjoyed good food, pleasant company and lots of 

laughs . The cost for each person will be $25 payable in cash 

on the day, but please let Kevin Reiman know if you intend 

coming so that we can inform the caterers at the club the num-

bers of people expected to be dining.  

 

Spring has arrived and most of the camellias in our garden here 

at Russell Vale are showing lots of new growth and some of 

my grafted scions have begun to show signs of growth. While I 

didn’t quite complete my ‘Pruning Program’ this year, the 

plants that were pruned are beginning to show signs of new 

growth, and that is most pleasing.  

 

I was most pleased to hear from some members of the enjoya-

ble time had by all prior to our meeting in September. The 

Committee organised a “Pruning Day” in the garden of Kevin 

and Sandy Reiman on the morning followed by a Pizza Lunch 

then to the Coniston hall for the meeting and the final day of 

the Monthly Bloom competition. I can see the intense interest 

on the faces of some who were watching very closely just by 

looking at the photos in the Newsletter.  

 

I was disappointed that I wasn’t well enough to attend but it 

was pleasing that I was able to have the hall at Coniston open 

when the people arrived for our monthly meeting.  

 

Thank you to the many people who spoke to me and offered 

encouragement as I continue to have treatment for Non -

Hodgkin’s Lymphoma that was only recently diagnosed.  

 

I look forward to being able to be present at our Christmas 

Luncheon , that is, if the treatment that I am experiencing is 

kind to me when Saturday November 21st arrives.   WW. 



 Minutes of Monthly Meeting held at  

Coniston Community Centre26 September 2015 

Meeting Opened: 2pm by President William Walker 

Present: 29 members 

Apologies: Robyn Bryce, Graeme Oke, Marlene Muller, Stan Heath, Ruth 

Robinson, Anna & Philip Laird,  

 Chris Robinson, John Brown 

Birthdays: William extended birthday wishes to those members having 

birthdays this month. 

Minutes of Last Meeting: Confirmed on a motion by  

 Elain Faulks and seconded by Alan McGovern 

Business Arising: 

 Neutrog orders – we have 35 bags ordered -15 to go before we can 

submit the order 

Treasurer’s Report: Submitted 

Correspondence: 

GCA – annual forms 

Invitation to Albion Park Uniting church Floral Splendour 14,15 No-

vember 

Newsletter from WA 

Email newsletters from Vic, Tas, Shoalhaven, SA 

General Business: 

 As our representative at national congress Judy Keast tabled and present-

ed an extensive report on the meeting. She also provided information re the 

congress to be held in Tasmania next year and information re the Camellias 

Australia calendar.  As National Treasurer Jenny Donohoe expressed a desire 

that we support this project as it is vital to Camellias Australia funds. She 

suggested we might be able to make a bulk purchase. This to be put forward 

in our newsletter. 

 Judging school- Members we asked to give comments re the viability of 

continuing the judging school. Several suggestions were put forward and 

these to be considered . 

 AGM – as mentioned in the newsletter the AGM is next month. Presi-

dent William spoke of the need for new committee members as several exist-

ing members are in need of respite. 

 The following roles are to be filled by election 

 Nomination forms for these positions available (continued next page) 



and need to be returned to the secretary by 4 October 2015 

 President 

 Vice-president 

 Secretary 

 Treasurer 

 Membership Secretary (sometimes combined with the Treasurer) 

 Up to seven committee members (this number is allowed in our constitu-

tion) 

 The following appointments are then made by the new committee at their 

first meeting. No nomination is required but suggestions are welcome 

 Editor 

 Councillors (2) 

 Reporter to Camellia News 

 Show co-ordinator 

 Auditor 

 Positive comments made re the pruning demonstration held this morning. 

Many thanks extended to Chris Chapman 

Christmas party – William to approach Bulli Workers Club to see if we can 

have it there again 

Jim’s Problem Corner:  

Questions asked about weevils eating plants,  balling camellia buds and con-

trol of onion weed 

Raffle: Donated by Bill Parker from Camellias-R-Us won by Jean Groves 

Meeting Closed: 3.30pm 

 

ZOO 

A guy starts  his new job at the zoo and is given three tasks. 

First is to clear the exotic fish pool of weeds. As he does so, a huge 

fish leaps out of the water and bites him. 

To show who is boss, he beats the fish to death with a spade. Realising 

his employer won’t be best pleased, he disposes of the fish by feeding 

it to the lions, as lions eat anything. 

Moving on to the second job of cleaning out the Chimp House, he is 

attacked by the chimps that pelt him with coconuts.  (cont. on page 7.) 



 (cont. from page 6.) 

He swipes at two chimps with a spade killing them both.  

What can he do? 

Feed them to the lions, he says to himself, because lions eat 

anything….he hurls the corpses into the lion enclosure.  

 

He moves on to the last job which is to collect honey from the 

South American Bees. 

As soon as he begins he is attacked by the bees. He grabs the 

spade and smashes the bees to a pulp. By now he knows what 

to do and shovels them into the lion’s cage because lions eat 

anything. 

 

Later that day a new lion arrives at the zoo. He wanders up to 

another lion and says, “What’s the food like here?”  

 

The resident lion says:  “Absolutely brilliant, today we had  

Fish and Chimps with Mushy Bees.”  

  

******************* 

 

HAVE YOU NOTICED ANY SEED PODS?  

Not all camellias produce seed pods, but what are you going to 

do with those that are visible on some of your plants?  

 

You have two choices, you either leave them on to maturity 

and attempt to grow them or if you would rather not be both-

ered, then just twist them off and discard them.  

 

I attempt to grow those that reach maturity in our garden, 

(usually around late February for sasanquas but later for japon-

icas and retics) that is, if there are any left on my plants after 

being plundered by many King Parrots that always invade the 

row of sasanquas that are growing in our yard just inside the 

front fence. The parrots have very keen sight and don’t usually 

leave any for me, they even notice the very small seed pods on 

the cluster-flowed miniatures that we have.    (cont. on page 8.)  



  

(cont. from page 7.)  

If you intend growing some or all of your seeds, the seed pods will 

begin to split open when they are ripe and it is advisable to cover the 

pods with an old stocking to collect them so that they will not be lost 

if the pod opens.  It is advisable to plant them (when the pod opens) 

into a clear plastic bag with either moistened‘sphagnum’ or ‘peat’ 

moss then stored in a warm spot, but not direct sun. The growing 

roots will become visible after some time and can be removed from 

the plastic bag and grown in a 50-50 mix of peat and river sand. I al-

ways grow young seedling in ‘community pots’ and separate them in-

to individual pots when they reach about 150mm high.  

 

The main reason I grow seedlings is to have a supply of ‘stock plants’ 

on which to graft other camellias.  

 

You might like to keep your seedling in the hope that some of them 

might produce flowers that are worthy of “Registering”, after all, it 

has been done before 2016.  

Helen Cowell’s Famous Recipe 



 MONTHLY MEETING OCTOBER 2015  

At our final Monthly Meeting in 2015 Jim Powell will tell us all about 

his impressions of the 2015 National Congress. From what I’ve heard 

it was a most interesting Congress that  appealed to a lot of those who 

attended. I don’t suppose that you can please everyone all of the time, 

but I gather that a lot of those who attended were impressed and I am 

disappointed that I wasn’t able to attend. I’ll leave it to Jim to tell us 

all about the four day event.  

 

As I prepare this Camellias Illawarra Incorporated October Newsletter 

I have still not been informed of any Nominations for Office -Bearers 

for 2016. I have been informed personably by some members who 

have held Office this past term that they will not be available for duty 

in 2016 and it is vital that some people make themselves available in 

some capacity in 2016. It will be a shame if we no longer can function 

as the ‘Most Friendly Society’ that we have been for many years.  

 

Being a most competitive society that we are, I would like to invite 

all present at our October meeting to place on the competition bench - 

One exhibit- for a competition judged by “Popular Vote” of all pre-

sent. Your entry may be a camellia or any other flower or plant that 

you have grown.  

The prize for the winner will be “The President’s Prize”.  

 

Do you want to order George Orel’s book about his adventures in 

seeking new camellia species or would you like to place an order for 

Camellias Australia’s 2016 calendar?  

 

Orders can be placed with Kevin Reiman who will make bulk orders 

for both products through Camellias Illawarra Inc..  

The cost will be-for George Orel’s book $120 plus a share of the post-

age cost and for Camellias Australia Calendar $11.50 plus a share of 

the postage.  

 

George Orel’s book was shown to us at our meeting in September and 

many agreed that it was well worth purchasing and the Camellias 

Australia calendar always is handy to have at home and/or to give as a 

gift to relatives or friends for Christmas. Kevin is waiting for your 

order, so  please contact him and place your orders as soon as you are 

able. 

All being well, I hope to see you at our October meeting.    WW. 



 

 

  

  



  

No Neil,  you can’t put it back once its pruned!!!! 

Pizzas for lunch 

Thanks for the pictures Jim 



Calendar 2015 

October 8-11 Berry Garden Festival 

October 10-11 Robertson Open Gardens 

October 17  AGM Coniston Community Centre 

October 16-17-18 Galston Open Gardens 

October 24-25 Bundanoon Garden Ramble 

November 14,15 Albion Park Uniting Church “Floral Splendour” 

November 21  Christmas Party, Bulli Workers Club 12 for 12.30 lunch 


