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           2019 CAMELLIA SEASON 

This is Camellia Reticulata ‘Dr Clifford Parks’, not 

grafted but growing on it’s own roots and doing very 

well. Grown to 2 metres in 3 years and happily still 

blooming in mid spring among the Azaleas.  

Camellias IIlawarra 

would like to wish our 

Members  and 

friends a very MERRY 

CHRISTMAS and a 

safe and healthy  

2020 
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  NOVEMBER 4TH 2019 

It seems only a short while ago that I was writing my first message last 

November.That must be good as the old adage is ‘time flies when you are having 

fun’. Anyway we are now starting a new cycle and I hope some of the things learnt 

in the last year will make it easier for the next. 

Thanks again to all the committee members from last year and for backing up for 

another stint. As we now know each other better it should be easier in the future 

although we have all rubbed together nicely in the last year. 

Here at Eschol Park (Campbelltown) we had 12mm of rain yesterday. This is great 

as we have had no rain at all for many weeks. Our camellias have lots of new 

growth, now we have to hope for reasonable temperatures so that the new shoots 

can harden before the sun gets too overbearing. 

Have you Kahooned? (or maybe Kahoonised or Kahoonerated, you tell me) It may 

not be too late – see later in newsletter for what to do. Remember that Kahoona 

will not work well in the bag.  

Jim Powell has made a DVD of the National Congress. I have a copy and anyone 

who would like to see it can borrow it. It is of particular interest to those who 

attended but also to all others. It has many pics of gardens visited. 

The Christmas lunch is soon (see later in newsletter) and it looks as if we will have a 

good attenance. Prize winners for monthly bloom competition will be announced 

and presentation made. William will do his quiz again so now is time to drag out 

‘Macaboy’ and past schedules (and of course read them). Hope to see you all at the 

Christmas “do”. 

Regards, Don. 

 

The President’s Message 
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MONTHLY 

BLOOM 

COMPETITION 

FOR 2019 

Our bloom 

comp is held in 

conjunction 

with the 

Monthly 

Meetings from 

March to 

September, at 

Bulli Uniting 

Church. 

12 noon for 

benching 1pm 

for the 

meeting. 

 

 

 

In October we have 2 sections for display, Camellias and Spring flowers or small 

potted flowering plants. The winners are chosen by the members at the meeting. 

 

Congratulations to William and Janice for their bloom of ‘Jean Pursel’ chosen by the 

members as the best Camellia in our October display. 

 



4 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Shandra Egan for this beautiful bunch of fragrant Lilac, chosen 

by the members as the best Spring flower display. 
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We need more Bloom Competition helpers for 2020 PLEASE.  

 At 12pm, each month, to set up the the tables, sections and cards for the Bloom 

Competition. The sooner it’s set up the sooner you can bench your blooms. Then the 

blooms need to be stewarded ready for judging. Thank you to those who have been 

doing this, it’s greatly appreciated.   

It has been decided that next year, to make it easier and quicker for those helpers, 

We will ask for 2 Judges, 2 stewards, 2 scribes and bloom handlers for each month. 

Helen has done this, mostly on her own, for each Bloom comp so far this year. That 

means she has missed out on the meetings and often part of the guest speakers too.  

So please check your diaries for 2020 and put your names down for helping by the 

March 2020 Monthly Meeting. 

 

GUEST SPEAKERS: 

Any volunteers or suggestions for guest speakers are welcome. Please let the 

committee know at the March meeting. 

 

JUDGING SCHOOL:   Will be on again next year and everyone is welcome. 

2nd and 4th Thursday of the month, March – June. Uniting Church, Bulli  

10.30am – 2.00pm   BYO LUNCH 

Thanks so much to William for spreading his enthusiasm and great knowledge of all 

things Camellia!  It’s a great way to learn how to show your blooms, recognize forms 

and species, stewarding and generally discovering even more Camellias that you just 

have to have!                       

 

NEW COMMITTEE : 

ALL THE COMMITTEE MEMBERS HAVE BEEN RE-ELECTED IN THE SAME POSITIONS 

THEY HELD IN 2019 FOR 2020.  

Thank you so much to these Members for being prepared to continue in their roles 

for next year to make sure that the National Show will be a success. See the AGM 

Minutes later in this newsletter.  

We still need some possitions filled. 

2  Councillors, to attend the national congress and 

Reporter to Camellia News 
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                                    DATES TO REMEMBER 2019 

      

NOVEMBER:   12 noon Saturday 16th Christmas Party, 

                  NEW VENUE: FAIRY MEADOW BOWLING CLUB 

                        2 Cambridge Ave, Fairy Meadow 

                     $10 per head to be paid on the day. 

Please let Christine Fernandez 0413396217 know if you are attending.  

Numbers need to be confirmed ASAP. 

Annual Subscriptions are due at the end of the year. $20 single and $24 

family.  Please pay our Treasurer at the Christmas Party or at our first 

Monthly Meeting in March 2020. Those new members, who joined in July, 

are covered untill 2021 
    

JULY 2020: WE ARE VERY HAPPY TO ANNOUNCE THAT OUR 2020 ANNUAL 

SHOW WILL ALSO BE THE NATIONAL SHOW. It will be run the same way as 

usual but there will be extra sections and prizes to include the National 

Awards. 

                               More blooms from the October display                     
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                          CAMELLIAS ILLAWARRA INC COMMITTEE 2019/2020 

 

PRESIDENT:                 Don Dewhurst  7 Moselle Pl, Eschol Park, 2558   02 98209912 

                                     dandddewhurst@bigpond.com                  mobile  0411 527 406 

 

VICE PRESIDENT:        William Walker  29 East St, Russell Vale, 2517    02 42842790 

                                     walker38@optusnet.com  

 

SECRETARY:                Elizabeth Martin  PO Box 60, Dapto, 2530             02 42613484 

 

MINUTE SECRETARY: Jean Groves 4 Lang St, Balgownie, 2519               02 42846200 

                                     jeanandrongroves@bigpond.com 

 

TREASURER / MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY: 

                                     Les Dewhurst  15 Charles Pl, Jannali, 2226          02 95282728 

                                     les_dewhurst@hotmail.com  

 

WEB MANAGER / EDITOR: 

                            Deborah Dewhurst 7 Moselle Pl, Eschol park, 2558      0422 374 413 

                                     dandddewhurst@bigpond.com  

 

Committee Members:  Christine Fernandez, Therese Nemcik, Helen Dewhurst  

 

 

 

                      

                                               

mailto:dandddewhurst@bigpond.com
mailto:walker38@optusnet.com
mailto:jeanandrongroves@bigpond.com
mailto:les_dewhurst@hotmail.com
mailto:dandddewhurst@bigpond.com
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CAMELLIAS ILLAWARRA INC 

MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD AT BULLI UNITING CHURCH, SATURDAY, 12 
OCTOBER 2019 

Meeting opened at 1.05 pm by our President, Don Dewhurst, who welcomed everyone  

Present  26 Members.   

Apologies Jenny Swan, Stan and Lorraine Heath, Robyn Bryce, Graeme Oke, Bernie and 
Clarissa Wilkes, Enid Kelly, Helen and Ken Martin, Marlene Muller, Miguel Fernandes, 
James and Leonie Furber, Ruth and Joan Ziems. 

Sick Members Report   

Nothing to report. 

Birthdays   

October – Don Dewhurst, Marlene Muller, Miguel Fernandez and Kim Bowyer. 

Minutes of Previous Meeting held on Saturday, 21 September 2019     

Moved William Walker, seconded by Kevin Reiman, carried. 

Business Arising from Previous Minutes 

Nil. 

Correspondence 
1 Don Dewhurst reported that Darryl Baptie has sent a request for a donation for 

research being carried out in New Zealand to stop petal blight.  Jim Powel had 
also received the request for financial assistance.  Jim advised there is going to 
be a field trial with a spray that may cure this. A third year PhD University 
Student, Nicolai Kondratev, has been working on this at Massey University in 
New Zealand.  This particular flower blight only applies to camellias.  The 
research is about the activity of the receptors to react against the blight and the 
money being requested is to do the field tests.  Judy Keast moved that the 
Society donate $2,000.00 and Philip Laird seconded this, carried.  The matter of 
a further donation will be reviewed next year. 

2 Don thanked Jim for the DVD he has done of the National Congress. 
3 We will be holding the National Show next year and it will be a normal show but 

will have National awards included. 
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4 Elizabeth advised that she had The Garden Clubs of Australia calendars for sale 
and they were $8.00 each. 

5 Elizabeth also advised that Our Gardens Magazines have not arrived yet. 
6 A thank you note has been sent to Les for his very enjoyable talk at last month’s 

meeting. 

Treasurer’s Report 
1 Les advised that the September report will suffice for this month. 
2 The two term deposits mature this year. 
3 There were no great movements in the accounts last month. 
4 Our current membership is 98 and Judy may have two new potential members 

for us, which would bring the membership to 100. 
Moved by Les, seconded Judy, carried. 

General Business 
1. Christine reported on the forthcoming Christmas luncheon and advised that the 

Fairy Meadow Bowling Club will not decorate the tables so Christine is buying 
decoration items at garage sales when she sees them and it was agreed that 
Christine could also purchase bonbons for the tables. 

2. Don reported that annual fees are due and may be paid today or at the 
Christmas luncheon. 

3. Kevin asked if we would like a prize for the lucky door competition for the 
Christmas luncheon.  Don thanked Kevin for this and Kevin will donate a ‘Big Red’ 
camellia, which is a cross between  
Wynn Rayner and Bob Hope. 

4. Judy thanked those members who contributed to the Highlands Show with their 
entries and for those who attended the Show. 

Lucky Door Prize 

Congratulations to Therese Nemcik being the winner of a camellia plant today. 

Guest Speaker 

There was no guest speaker today because of the Annual General Meeting. 

The meeting closed at 1.30 pm.   

The next meeting will be 3rd Saturday in March 2020 

Jean Groves, Minute Secretary 
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NEUTROG NEWS:  

NOW IS THE TIME TO START FEEDING YOUR CAMELLIAS WITH KAHOONA. 

Apply evenly to pre-soaked soil around the DRIP LINE of the plant, avoiding contact 

with foliage or flowers. Water again well. 

Apply after signs of new seasons growth and thereafter every 8-10 weeks throughout 

the growing season. You’ll find all the details in the back of the October newsletter. 

Neutrog has also kindly sent us some information booklets to distribute to our 

members at our monthly meeting. They are packed full of very usefull info on all their 

products and should be a great reference as well as an interesting read. Ask at the 

front desk if you missed out, we still have a few left. 

We also have copies of the wonderful booklet ‘Succesful Camellia Growing’ by 

Camellias Victoria Inc. We’ve purchased one for each member or one per family 

membership. Please let us know if you haven’t picked up yours yet. A Very Useful 

Booklet………Thanks to Camellias Victoria Inc for sharing their knowledge. 

Check out our website  www.camelliasillawarra.org.au for all the information about 

our shows, gardening tips and past newsletters. Find us on facebook and instagram 

#camelliasillawarra 

CAMELLIA NEWS: 

By now you should all have received the latest issue of ‘Camellia News’. We’d like to 

congratulate Bernie Wilks on this wonderful edition, his first as Editor. From the 

beautiful front cover, great information, affiliate news, lovely photos, new 

registrations and show winners to that amazing account of who not to invite to open 

your Camellia show! Thanks Bernie for a great read.  

AUSTRALIAN NOMENCLATURE: 

Congratulations to Joe Neuschwanger for completing the mammoth task of compiling 

the list, almost 3,000, of Camellia varieties and species known to be growing in 

Australia. This will be a very useful book to have, especially for those attending 

Judging School. We have ordered a number of these and hope to have them by the 

first Monthly Meeting in march 2020. The cost to members will be under $10 each. 

 

http://www.camelliasillawarra.org.au/
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 GARDEN VISIT: 

We organized a visit to the Berry Gardens Festival in October. The weather was lovely 

and two gardens were visited. Thanks to Christine Fernandez for these beautiful 

photos. 
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CAMELLIAS ILLAWARRA INC 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – SATURDAY, 12th OCTOBER 2019 

Meeting opened at 1.30pm by President Don Dewhurst 

Minutes of the last Annual General Meeting – Saturday, 20th October 2018 

Don read the Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting. Minutes were moved by 
William Walker and seconded by Kevin Reiman, carried. 

President’s Report 

Thank you to the outgoing committee for all they have done throughout the year 
Thanks to Elizabeth Martin for her help and Christine Frenandez, even though she was 
experiencing illness during this time. Les Dewhurst for his work as Treasurer and 
Membership Secretary and of course Helen Dewhurst for answering the phone for Les. 

I thank everybody who helped at the shows and Lola Flanagan is the wonder woman of 
the kitchen with her wonderful catering. 

I thought our two shows were very successful, despite the wind and dryness of the 
weather. The quality of the blooms was excellent and I hope that the show next year will 
be as good. 

Don Dewhurst 

Moved by William Walker, seconded by Kevin Reiman, that Don’s report be accepted, 
carried. 

Treasurer’s Report 

Les Dewhurst asked that when cheques are received, people cash them as soon as 
possible as this helps with the book keeping of the society. Les has created a claim form 
for any payment and he expects this to be filled out and the receipts attached to the 
claim form please. 

Les then discussed some of the points in the Financial Statement for 2018 – 2019 that 
he had prepared. The balance in the cheque account as at 31/7/19 was $8,762.51 

Thank you to Jenny Donohoe for auditing. Jenny’s help has been very much appreciated. 

The Neutrog royalties are appreaciated and thank you to Elizabeth Martin for her help 
with the Neutrog deliveries and distribution to members. 
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Les moved that the report be accepted, seconded by William Walker, carried. 

Business of the Day – General Business 

1.  Elizabeth Martin thanked Jean Groves for her minute taking and Debby Dewhurst 
for doing the newsletter. 

2. Don reported that as we are having the National Show next year, he hoped that 
everyone will work towards a great show for this special event. 

Don then invited Jim Powell to conduct the election of office bearers for the 
forthcoming year and vacated the chair. Jim declared all current positions vacant. 
Nominations were received as per the Constitution. Jim asked if there were any other 
nominations from the floor, none were forthcoming. William remarked that mit was 
worth being on the committee for the afternoon teas Jean provided and Don said he 
enjoyed watching her writing shorthand at the meetings. The result was as follows-  

President      Don Dewhurst, elected unopposed 

Vice President     William Walker, elected unopposed 

Secretary      Elizabeth Martin, elected unopposed 

Treasure/Membership Secretary/Public Officer Les Dewhurst, elected unopposed   

Minute Secretary    Jean Groves, elected unopposed 

Editor/ Web Manager    Debby Dewhurst, elected unopposed 

Committee Members    Christine Frenandez, elected unopposed 

       Helen Dewhurst, elected unopposed 

       Therese Nemcik, elected unopposed 

Don Dewhurst then resumed chairing the meeting. Judy Keast thanked the outgoing 
committee for their work during the year and also the incoming committee for 
accepting their nominations. 

At the first Committee Meeting the following appointments wil be made. 

Councillors (2) 

Reporter to Camellia News                              Meeting closed 2.05pm 

Don Dewhurst President    Jean Groves Minute Secretary 
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                                  More blooms from the October display 
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