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  WELCOME TO THE 2020 CAMELLIA SEASON 

This is Camellia Japonica ‘Kramer’s Supreme’ and it 

was still blooming in our garden in November 2019. 

Luckily it was shaded from direct afternoon sun and 

was one of the few that didn’t sustain any sunburn as 

record summer tempretures soared again. 

Our deepest 

sympathy goes to our 

members and friends 

who lost so much in 

the recent terrible 

bushfires 
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  MARCH  2020 

Another Camellia year starts, let us hope it is a better one than the last. 

For the next year we have the same committee as before so we should find it a little 

easier to find our way forward to the Annual show which is also the National show 

this year. Last year we were beset by unfavourable weather in the lead up to the 

show but still managed a good show with a reasonable number of nice blooms. 

This year the weather has already been unkind with one Saturday getting to 44 Deg 

C here. Up until then we had very little damage but that was too much for some 

plants so evidence of sunburn will be with us for some time. However the long 

awaited rain finally came and has transformed many plants with new growth and 

many buds and rejuvenated my feelings as I look at the garden. It amazes me how 

fast the plants can recover after good rain. 

Commiserations to members (and others) who have suffered damage as a result of 

the multiple disasters recently, such as drought, fire, flood, hail and wind. In 

particular Andrew Gillam who has sadly suffered damage to his garden during the 

bush fires. 

Hope to see you all at the March meeting. 

Regards – Don. 

 

 

 

 

The President’s Message 
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MONTHLY 

BLOOM 

COMPETITION 

FOR 2020 

Our bloom 

comp is held in 

conjunction 

with the 

Monthly 

Meetings from 

March to 

September, at 

Bulli Uniting 

Church. 

12 noon for 

benching 1pm 

for the 

meeting. 

WE NEED 

YOUR 

BLOOMS. 

Help is 

available for 

benching. 

 

 

Congratulations to all the Section winners in the 2019 BLOOM COMPETITION 
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RESULTS of 2019 MONTHLY BLOOM COMPETITION 

It was very pleasing to see the number of members exhibiting their blooms each month.  I encourage 

newer members to take the plunge and join the rest of we camellia nerds and also show your blooms. 

Now the results: 

SECTION 1 - Sasanqua, Miniatures and Species  

There were 13 exhibitors who gained points. 

3rd with 23 points - Don and Deb Dewhurst 

2nd with 26 points - Sandra and Kevin Reiman 

and, the winner with 71 points - Jim Powell and Jenny Donohoe  

SECTION 2 - Japonicas 

There were 13 exhibitors who gained points. 

3rd with 44 points - William and Janice Walker 

2nd with 46 points - Jim Powell and Jenny Donohoe  

and, the winner with 47 points - Sandra and Kevin Reiman  

SECTION 3 - Hybrids 

There were 10 exhibitors who gained points. 

3rd with 16 points - William and Janice Walker 

2nd with 20 points - Jim Powell and Jenny Donohoe  

and, the winner with 22 points - Sandra and Kevin Reiman  

SECTION 4 - Reticulatas 

There were 8 exhibitors who gained points. 

3rd with 8 points - Shondra Egan 

2nd with 17 points - Sandra and Kevin Reiman 

and, the winner with 19 points - William and Janice Walker 

Judges Choice 

There were 6 exhibitors who gained 1 point each. 
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There is no clear winner. 

Popular (Peoples) Choice 

There were 5 exhibitors who gained points. 

and, the winner with 2 points - Tina Hamer 

SECTION 1 - Sasanquas 

Jim Powell / Jenny Donohoe 71 

Sandra & Kevin Reiman 26 

Don & Deb Dewhurst 23 

Shondra Egan 20 

William & Janice Walker 19 

Ron & Jean Groves 17 

Tina Hamer 16 

Judy Keast 14 

Stan & Lorraine Heath   7 

Christine and Miguel Fernandez   6 

Les & Helen Dewhurst   3 

Graeme Oke & Robin Bryce   2 

Ruth Ziems   2 

SECTION 2 - Japonicas 

Sandra and Kevin Reiman 47 

Jim Powell and Jenny Donohoe 46 

William and Janice Walker 44 

Shondra Egan 35 

Stan and Lorraine Heath 33 

Ron and Jean Groves 24 

Don and Deb Dewhurst 17 

Judy Keast 15 

Les and Helen Dewhurst 14 

Tina Hamer   5 



6 

Graeme Oke and Robyn Bryce   4 

Jenny Swan   4 

Ruth Ziems   3 

SECTION 3 - Hybrids 

Sandra and Kevin Reiman 22 

Jim Powell and Jenny Donohoe 20 

William and Janice Walker 16 

Tina Hamer   8 

Graeme Oke and Robyn Bryce   6 

Shondra Egan   6 

Ron and Jean Groves   5 

Stan and Lorraine Heath   5 

Ruth Zeims   3 

Jenny Swan   2 

SECTION 4 - Reticulatas 

William and Janice Walker 19 

Sandra and Kevin Reiman 17 

Shondra Egan   8 

Stan and Lorraine Heath   7 

Judy Keast   4 

Jim Powell and Jenny Donohoe   4 

Don and Deb Dewhurst   4 

Christine and Miguel Fernandez   1 

GRAND TOTALS 

Jim Powell and Jenny Donohoe 141 

Sandra and Kevin Reiman 112 

William and Janice Walker 99 

Shondra Egan 69 

Stan and Loraine Heath 52 

Ron and Jean Groves 46 
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Don and Deb Dewhurst 44 

Judy Keast 33 

Tina Hamer 29 

Les and Helen Dewhurst 17 

Graeme Oke and Robyn Bryce 12 

Ruth Zeims   8 

Christine and Miguel Fernandez   7 

Jenny Swan   6 

JUDGES CHOICE 

Ron and Jean Groves   1 

Sandra and Kevin Reiman   1 

Tina Hamer   1 

Stan and Loraine Heath   1 

Les and Helen Dewhurst   1 

Jim Powell and Jenny Donohoe   1 

POPULAR (PEOPLE'S) CHIOCE 

Tina Hamer   2 

Ron and Jean Groves   1 

Sandra and Kevin Reiman   1 

Jim Powell and Jenny Donohoe   1 

Les and Helen Dewhurst   1 

                Christmas Party Fun 
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We need more Bloom Competition helpers for 2020 PLEASE.  

 At 12pm, each month, to set up the the tables, sections and cards for the Bloom 

Competition. The sooner it’s set up the sooner you can bench your blooms. Then the 

blooms need to be stewarded ready for judging. Thank you to those who have been 

doing this, it’s greatly appreciated.   

It has been decided that this year, to make it easier and quicker for those helpers, 

We will ask for 2 Judges, 2 stewards, 2 scribes and bloom handlers for each month. 

Helen has done this, mostly on her own, for each Bloom comp in 2019. That means 

she missed out on the meetings and often part of the guest speakers too.  So please 

check your diaries for 2020 and put your names down for helping by the March 2020 

Monthly Meeting. 

 

GUEST SPEAKERS 

So far we have Kevin to tell us all about the beautiful Alhambra Castle and garden he 

and Sandy visited last year and an interesting talk about Flower Forms, later in the 

year. We also hoping to have a topical talk about plant conservation from the Mount 

Annan Botanic Gardens. 

Any volunteers or suggestions for guest speakers are welcome. Please let the 

committee know at the March meeting. 

 

JUDGING SCHOOL:   Will be on again this year and everyone is welcome. 

2nd and 4th Thursday of the month, March – June. Uniting Church, Bulli  

10.30am – 2.00pm   BYO LUNCH 

Thanks so much to William for spreading his enthusiasm and great knowledge of all 

things Camellia!  It’s a great way to learn how to show your blooms, recognize forms 

and species, stewarding and generally discovering even more Camellias that you just 

have to have!                       

NEW COMMITTEE : 

ALL THE COMMITTEE MEMBERS HAVE BEEN RE-ELECTED IN THE SAME POSITIONS 

THEY HELD IN 2019 FOR 2020.  

Thank you so much to these Members for being prepared to continue in their roles 

for next year to make sure that the National Show will be a success.  

We still need some possitions filled. 

2  Councillors, to attend the national congress and 

Reporter to Camellia News 
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               “Only mad dogs and Camellia growers go out in the mid-day sun!” 

How did your Camellias survive during another record breaking hot summer there in 

the Illawarra and surrounds? Please remember the society is here to help if needed. 

Up here in our Eschol Park garden we had a bit of everything. From orange sky, burnt 

leaves and smoke blowing in on strong winds from fires in the Southern Highlands 

and the Oaks in early December to high temperatures, storms and heatwaves. Our 

hearts went out to all those who lost so much, including Camellia gardens, so we 

weren’t complaining (much). 

Very sticky ash was falling on everything in the garden over the next few weeks. It 

was very tricky to remove as no hosing was allowed due to the level 3 water 

restrictions. The temperatures headed up again to the high 30s /low 40s after a 

lovely  Christmas. Then some ferocious hail storms cooled us down a bit on the 20th 

January. Then up went the temps again until a 3 day heatwave on the first days of 

February burnt most of our larger Camellias, on the side that faced the sun.  

We have most of our potted Camellias either under trees or shade cloth but some 

still got burnt. Don made some little shade houses from plastic water pipe and shade 

cloth, for individual plants in the garden which worked very well. 

Then came the rain…beautiful rain, 300mm of it, over a week and we all heaved a 

collective sigh of relief! 

                       
 

Cute little shade houses    Trying to brush the ash off my Hydrangea 
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I thought the marble sized hail on the left was big until Don found this whopper! 

 

These two photos are of the same branch on our Camellia Reticulata ‘Valentine Day’ 

Taken after the 44c day 3rd Feb 2020 

 

       This one taken 1 month later, after the rain  
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The heavy rain knocked most of the burnt leaves off and the new growth very quickly 

followed. I can honestly say I am astounded at the rapid recovery. The camellia seed 

cases are popping and it’s time to take some cuttings. Mother Nature threw her very 

worst at us this Summer but I am so glad it’s finally Autumn and we can actually go 

outside and enjoy our garden again!  

                                   
                             A very large seed pod from ‘Asasia Macarthur’  

 

LIBRARY NEWS 

We’re hoping to have the society library up and running soon. We’ll need to sort and 

clean the old books and buy some new ones too. Planning to have them available to 

borrow and return at each monthly meeting. 

If anyone has a garden book suggestion they would love to borrow please let us know 

and we can add it to the list. 
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                                    DATES TO REMEMBER 2020 

MARCH: 

Annual Subscriptions are due NOW for 2020, $20 single and $24 family.  

Please pay our Treasurer at our MARCH Monthly Meeting. April is the cut-off 

date. Those new members, who joined after June 2019, are covered until 

2021 

Judging School starts this month at the Bulli Church hall. It will be held on 

the 2nd and 4th Thursday of each month through to the end of June. 

10.30am—2pm BYO lunch, tea and coffee provided. All welcome. 

Judging School will NOT be on Thursday 26TH March as William enjoys a 

short holiday. 

The Bloom comp gets under way. Please volunteer to help make running 

this a pleasure. We need people to set up the tables, steward the blooms, 

judge and scribe. 1 judge for March and April (2 each month from May), 

bloom handlers and winners table setup. Please offer to help, it’s a great 

way to get to know all these amazing blooms. 

APRIL:      

                Please let us know of any events we should list here 

MAY: 

 

JUNE: 
    

JULY: ANNUAL SHOW 18th – 19th  

WE ARE VERY HAPPY TO ANNOUNCE THAT OUR 2020 ANNUAL SHOW WILL 

ALSO BE THE NATIONAL SHOW. It will be run the same way as usual but 

there will be extra sections and prizes to include the National Awards. You’ll 

be pleased to know that Camellias-R-Us will be supplying plants for sale 

even if Bill and Joanne are away. We are planning a new display table with 

tea plants, tea products and any other products containing camellia oils or 

fragrance. If you find anything suitable please contact Christine on 

1413396217. Or you could purchase an item for display and then keep it. 
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                                   CAMELLIAS ILLAWARRA INC COMMITTEE 2019/2020 

 

PRESIDENT:                 Don Dewhurst  7 Moselle Pl, Eschol Park, 2558   02 98209912 

                                     dandddewhurst@bigpond.com                  mobile  0411 527 406 

 

VICE PRESIDENT:        William Walker  29 East St, Russell Vale, 2517    02 42842790 

                                     walker38@optusnet.com  

 

SECRETARY:                Elizabeth Martin  PO Box 60, Dapto, 2530             02 42613484 

 

MINUTE SECRETARY: Jean Groves 4 Lang St, Balgownie, 2519               02 42846200 

                                     jeanandrongroves@bigpond.com 

 

TREASURER / MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY: 

                                     Les Dewhurst  15 Charles Pl, Jannali, 2226          02 95282728 

                                     les_dewhurst@hotmail.com  

 

WEB MANAGER / EDITOR: 

                            Deborah Dewhurst 7 Moselle Pl, Eschol park, 2558      0422 374 413 

                                     dandddewhurst@bigpond.com  

 

Committee Members:  Christine Fernandez, Therese Nemcik, Helen Dewhurst  

 

 

 

                      
 

mailto:dandddewhurst@bigpond.com
mailto:walker38@optusnet.com
mailto:jeanandrongroves@bigpond.com
mailto:les_dewhurst@hotmail.com
mailto:dandddewhurst@bigpond.com
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                  NEUTROG NEWS:  

NOW IS THE TIME FOR ONE LAST FEED WITH KAHOONA as the plants respond to all 

the rain. 

Apply evenly to pre-soaked soil around the DRIP LINE of the plant, avoiding contact 

with foliage or flowers. Water again well and don’t forget the GOGO juice. 

Start planning your NEUTROG needs for this year now. ORDERS must be in by the 

JUNE Monthly Meeting. Again there will only be 1. Order per year. 

Neutrog has also kindly sent us some information booklets to distribute to our 

members at our monthly meeting. They are packed full of very usefull info on all their 

products and should be a great reference as well as an interesting read. Ask at the 

front desk if you missed out, we still have a few left. 

We also have copies of the wonderful booklet ‘Succesful Camellia Growing’ by 

Camellias Victoria Inc. We’ve purchased one for each member or one per family 

membership. Please let us know if you haven’t picked up yours yet. A Very Useful 

Booklet………Thanks to Camellias Victoria Inc for sharing their knowledge. 

Check out our website  www.camelliasillawarra.org.au for all the information about 

our shows, gardening tips and past newsletters. Find us on facebook and instagram 

#camelliasillawarra 

CAMELLIA NEWS: 

By now you should be looking forward to the next issue of ‘Camellia News’. We really 

enjoyed the last one from Bernie Wilks, his first as Editor. We apreciate his work to 

give us such a great magazine, from the beautiful front cover, great information, 

affiliate news, lovely photos, new registrations and show winners. Thanks Bernie for a 

great read.  

AUSTRALIAN NOMENCLATURE: 

Congratulations to Joe Neuschwanger for completing the mammoth task of compiling 

the list of (almost 3,000) Camellia varieties and species known to be growing or once 

grown, in Australia. This will be a very useful book to have, especially for those 

attending Judging School. We have ordered a number of these and they will be 

available to purchase at the Monthly Meeting in march 2020. The cost to members 

will be $10. 

http://www.camelliasillawarra.org.au/
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Having fun at the Christmas party Nov 2019 
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Do 

President                                                   

ves 

                    


