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   THE 2020 CAMELLIA SEASON 

This is Camellia Reticulata Hybrid  ‘LOIS SHINAULT’. 

The first Retic to bloom in our garden and literally glows 

in the winter sunshine. ‘Kramer’s  Supreme’ can be 

seen in the background. We are having the best 

Camellia season for years, so glad we can still share it 

with you all here in our newsletter. 

OUR 2020 MONTHLY 

MEETINGS AND 

ANNUAL / NATIONAL 

SHOW HAVE BEEN      

CANCELLED DUE TO 

CORONAVIRUS 

RESTRICTIONS   



2 

 

 

  JUNE  2020 

There is very little to write about this month as we are still in partial lockdown due 

to The Virus. However we have finally cancelled our annual show, which was also to 

have been the National show. It is very likely that we will hold the National show 

next year. 

A decision about the Reticulata show will be made at the end of the month (June) 

but it will depend on us being able to use the church and it may not be open to the 

public and strict rules will need to be applied. 

The Camellia season is well under way and Sasanquas are stil flowereing well with 

some Japonicas having only a few blooms but of very good size and quality. In our 

garden only one Reticulata (Lois Shinault) has started to flower. These comments, 

of course, apply to us here in Campbelltown, the Illawarra is a little ahead I feel as 

William has told me he has three Retics out. Lately we have had a small amount of 

rain almost every night so I have not had the joy of watering. Some people are 

never happy. 

Sadly I must report the passing of our (Debby and I) sister in law, Helen. She had 

been in our group only a few years but took on many jobs. Her husband Les has 

written some words about her which appears later in the newsletter. 

She will be sadly missed.    

Regards: Don. 

 

                                                                           

 

 

The President’s Message 
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  MONTHLY BLOOM 

COMPETITION FOR 2020 

As we can no longer have our 

Monthly Bloom Comp we’ve 

decided to have a bloom 

‘SHOW AND TELL’, right here 

in your newsletter. 

SO WE NEED PHOTOS OF 

YOUR BLOOMS PLEASE. 

SEND YOUR PHOTOS TO THE 

EDITOR by the last week of 

the month, to be featured in 

the following newsletter….. to 

Debby at 

dandddewhurst@bigpond.com  

Add the name of the bloom 

and any culture notes or 

details of interest and I’ll add 

them to the following 

newsletters so we can all 

enjoy what’s blooming in your 

garden from the safety of our 

own homes. 

 

                          

      This beautiful miniature bloom is Camellia Hybrid ‘Minato-No-Akebono’ 

registered in Japan in 1981.   Thanks to Kevin and Sandy Reiman for 

shareing it with all of us.    

 

                         
 

 

mailto:dandddewhurst@bigpond.com
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           BLOOM SHOW AND TELL FOR JUNE 

                        
                 ‘Emperor of Russia vgta’                                     ‘Australis’  

          

                        
                            ‘Fire Dance’                                       ‘Little Bit’   

 

            All of these Japonicas are from the garden of Lorraine and Stan Heath 
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                           MORE OF THE BLOOM SHOW AND TELL FOR JUNE 

      Also from the extensive gardens of Lorraine and Stan Heath in Berry, NSW. 

 

                         
                         C. Higo ‘Shokko Nishiki’                   C. Jap ‘Ardoch’ 

 

                           
                      C. Hybrid ‘Gay Pixi’                                C. Hybrid ‘Waltz Time’ 
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                                           Vale Helen Dewhurst 

 

It is with my deepest sorrow that I have to inform the members of Camellias Ilawarra 

of the death of my beloved wife – Helen, in May this year. 

 

I, my daughter Amanda, son Daniel and their families would like to thank the 

Committee for their kind thoughts and condolences they have expressed for our loss. 

 

Since joining Camellias Illawarra, Helen has been active on the committee, assisting 

with organisation of the Camellia/Reticulata Shows and heavily involved with 

assistance to the judges at the Monthly Bloom Competitions. Helen was also showing 

great promise at Judging School at becoming a very competent judge of blooms. 

 

One of Helen’s passions was her garden. Her love of Roses quickly spread to 

Camellias after attending a Camellia Show. From 4 bushes she quickly had up to 60 

bushes growing in the garden or in pots. Her favourite was ‘Amy Hunt’. Helen had 

achieved some success growing Camellias from seeds and cuttings. 

 

However, Helen will probably be best remembered for her slices that appeared at 

most afternoon teas at Monthly and Committee Meetings. It gave her great 

enjoyment seeing others enjoy her cooking. 

 

Les Dewhurst. 

                                                                                                                    
Photo taken in January 2020 at their 50th Wedding Anniversary. Ed. 
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                            MORE OF THE BLOOM SHOW AND TELL FOR JUNE  

                          From the lovely gardens of Kevin and Sandy Reiman 

 

      
               C.Jap ‘JERRY DONNAN’                       C. x Will ‘WYNNE RAYNER’ 

 

 

                     
 

                                                     C. Jap ‘ROGER HALL’ 
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More blooms from the gardens of Kevin and Sandy Reiman at Albion Park 

 

                 
                                                    C.Jap ‘AVE MARIA’ 

 

        
             C..Jap ‘BLACK MAGIC’                                  C. Jap ‘TINSIE’ 
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                                  DATES TO REMEMBER 2020 

 

Annual Subscriptions are due NOW for 2020, $20 single and $24 family.  

Even though our monthly meetings are cancelled this payment actually goes 

to Camellias Australia for your copy of Camellia News.  

 

JUNE:  MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS for 2020 

To remain an active member of Camellias Illawarra, so as to receive the Society's 

newsletter and other benefits, you must have paid your 2020 membership 

subscription by the 30th April 2020. 

The membership subscription remains unchanged at $20.00 / single and $24.00 / 

family. 

NB.:  Members who have already paid their membership subscription, or joined, since 

the 1st June 2019 have an active (valid) membership until the 31st December 2020. 

In the current climate it is unclear when the next meeting of Camellias Illawarra will be 

allowed to be held.  Accordingly, your memberships subscription can be paid one of 

two ways; 

1. Electronic Fund Transfer (EFT) 

Bank details are as follows: 

Bank: IMB 

BSB: 641 - 800 

Account No.: 021112238 

Account Name: Camellias Illawarra Inc. 

Please enter your surname in the information section of the EFT. 

2. Cheque 

Make cheques payable to "Camellias Illawarra Inc" and mail to: 

The Membership Secretary            Camellias Illawarra Inc 

15 Charles Place     Jannali, NSW  2226 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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JUNE: All meetings cancelled 
    

JULY: ANNUAL/ NATIONAL SHOW 18th – 19th  HAS BEEN CANCELLED DUE 

TO CORONAVIRUS RESTRICTIONS. We will still likely hold the National Show 

next year.   

AUGUST: A definite decision has not yet been made about the RETICULATA 

SHOW. 

The Berry Camellia and Floral Show has been CANCELLED due to the 

coronavirus restrictions. 

 

JUDGING SCHOOL:   has been cancelled for this year but hopefully William will be 

able to continue with this in 2021. 

Thanks so much to William for spreading his enthusiasm and great knowledge of all 

things Camellia!  It’s a great way to learn how to show your blooms, recognize forms 

and species, stewarding and generally discovering even more Camellias that you just 

have to have!  

                 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

                         A BEAUTIFUL SEEDLING OF ASPASIA MACARTHUR  

                               GROWN BY SANDRA AND KEVIN WALKER 
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                                   CAMELLIAS ILLAWARRA INC COMMITTEE 2019/2020 

 

PRESIDENT:                 Don Dewhurst  7 Moselle Pl, Eschol Park, 2558   02 98209912 

                                     dandddewhurst@bigpond.com                  mobile  0411 527 406 

 

VICE PRESIDENT:        William Walker  29 East St, Russell Vale, 2517    02 42842790 

                                     walker38@optusnet.com.au   

 

SECRETARY:                Elizabeth Martin  PO Box 60, Dapto, 2530             02 42613484 

 

MINUTE SECRETARY: Jean Groves 4 Lang St, Balgownie, 2519               02 42846200 

                                     jeanandrongroves@bigpond.com 

 

TREASURER / MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY: 

                                     Les Dewhurst  15 Charles Pl, Jannali, 2226          02 95282728 

                                     les_dewhurst@hotmail.com  

 

WEB MANAGER / EDITOR: 

                            Deborah Dewhurst 7 Moselle Pl, Eschol park, 2558      0422 374 413 

                                     dandddewhurst@bigpond.com  

 

Committee Members:  Christine Fernandez, Therese Nemcik  

 

 

 

                      

        

 

mailto:dandddewhurst@bigpond.com
mailto:walker38@optusnet.com.au
mailto:jeanandrongroves@bigpond.com
mailto:les_dewhurst@hotmail.com
mailto:dandddewhurst@bigpond.com
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                 Can you name this beautiful Sasanqua for Fran and Rob Hackett ?          

Please let me know and I will pass it on to them. 

                                     

 

ASK JIM: 

A question came via the website this month asking for help with a 10 year old ‘HIRYU’ hedge that 

has lost all its interior leaves. The outside edge of the plants are very healthy, shiny green all over 

and the flowers have been amazing this year. This has happened to the whole hedge, not just one 

plant. I would appreaciate any advice.  

Jim’s reply. 

This Camellia problem is a natural occurrence with most bushes and trees and it happens with all 

Camellias. 

There is no disease as such to cause this problem with the plants loosing its leaves on the inside 

and only green leaves on the tips. 

Tip pruning is recommended as well as heavy pruning to about 1/3rd of the bush after flowering. 

We recommend fertilisers (Neutrog) and Seasol as tonic. Checking the trees or bushes for insect 

attack and general maintenance and watering. 

There is nothing else I can recommend. 

Regards Jim 
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                                                                    WHAT A BEAUTY!  

            THIS IS C. RETIC/HYBRID ‘HOWARD ASPER’ GROWING IN THE HACKET’S GARDEN 
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 A beautiful floral display of JUNE BLOOMS from THE NORTHERN NSW GARDEN of Fran and Rob 

Hackett. They are so thrilled to be able to display their blooms via the newsletter this year as they 

would have a 10 hour drive to deliver them in person. Coronavirus restrictions aren’t all bad. 

                                  

               

                                    A very pretty welcome to this home 
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 SOME CAMELLIAS BLOOMING NOW IN DON AND DEBBY’S GARDEN IN ESCHOL PARK 

                               

                                C. Jap ‘DRAMA GIRL’ IN THE WINTER SUNSHINE 
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      An un-named Sasanqua seedling                        C. Retic ‘LOIS SHINAULT’ 

               

                

 C.Jap ‘UNRYU’ showing it’s zig-zag growth          C.Hybrid ‘CERISE BEAUTY’                                

                

      C. Jap ‘KRAMER’S SUPREME’                         C.Retic/Hybrid ‘SHOW GIRL    
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Dolomite Lime 

We are often told that a handful of dolomite lime is good for our camellias.  So what is dolomite lime 

and why is it good for the camellias. The chemical symbol for dolomite lime is CaMg(CO3)2. Not being 

chemically minded I had to see what this meant and a broad description means that it contains 21.5% 

Calcium, 11.4% Magnesium and .3% Sulphur. 

  Calcium, magnesium, and sulfur are essential plant nutrients. They are called “secondary” nutrients 

because plants require them in smaller quantities than nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium. On the other 

hand, plants require these nutrients in larger quantities than the “micronutrients” such as boron and 

molybdenum.  Calcium and magnesium both increase soil pH, but sulfur from some sources reduces 

soil pH. Compounds containing one or more of these nutrients are often used as soil amendments rather 

than strictly as suppliers of plant nutrition.  

  Calcium is essential for the formation of roots, stems and new growth in plants. The nutrient forms 

calcium pectate, which plants use to construct cell walls and membranes. Consequently, calcium helps 

provide plants' rigidity. Plants also use calcium to create carbohydrates like cellulose and starch. What's 

more, calcium benefits your garden soil. It improves soil structure by helping soil particles stick 

together. 

  Magnesium is the central atom amid four nitrogen atoms in the chlorophyll molecule, so it is involved 

in photosynthesis. It serves as an activator for many enzymes required in plant growth processes 

   Sulfur is an essential building block in chlorophyll development and protein synthesis. 

 Calcium Deficiency Symptoms 

Calcium strengthens cell walls. So as cells weaken, the vascular system of the plant starts to collapse, 

reducing the uptake of all of the major elements. The symptoms show up first at the growing tips of 

both the shoots and the roots. Calcium is an immobile element, meaning that when there is a 

deficiency, the plant can’t translocate calcium from the older leaves to the younger leaves. New 

growth at the leaf tips and margins begins to wither and die back, and the new leaves are often 

deformed. 

Magnesium Deficiency Symptoms 

Magnesium has an important role in photosynthesis because it forms the central atom of chlorophyll. 

Therefore, without sufficient amounts of magnesium, plants begin to degrade the chlorophyll in the 

old leaves. This causes the main symptom of magnesium deficiency, chlorosis, or yellowing between 

leaf veins, which stay green, giving the leaves a marbled appearance. 

Next time you have a look at your camellias and you see any of these signs give Dolomite lime in 

small quantities a try.  I usually give my camellias a small handful every two or three years in winter. 

Kevin 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Photosynthesis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chlorophyll
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chlorosis
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                      GROWING CAMELLIAS IN POTS IN THE GARDEN 

                                                                                                                

            

This is Camellia Japonica ‘Drama Girl’. As you can see she is blooming quite happily 

in this pot. Competition from the roots of the large Bottlebrush makes it impossible to 

establish new Camellias here even though the dappled shade and protection from 

the afternoon sun, it gives, is perfect for Camellias. These pots are from Flower 

Power. We keep a lookout for their half price sales. Ed. 

 

Don’t forget to check out all the information, culture notes and past newsletters that 

are available on our website www.camelliasillawarra.org.au  and camelliasillawarra 

on Facebook and Instagram . You can email me on dandddewhurst@bigpond.com or 

text me on 0422 3744 13 if you have any comments or questions about this 

newsletter.   

 

http://www.camelliasillawarra.org.au/
mailto:dandddewhurst@bigpond.com
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NEUTROG NEWS:  

As the temperatures cool down a feed of SEAMUNGUS will see your garden through 

winter. Give your CITRUS a feed with GYGANIC now for bigger, tastier fruit. 

Start planning your NEUTROG needs for this year now. ORDERS must be emailed to 

Les Dewhurst  les_dewhurst@hotmail.com   Again there will only be 1. Order this year 

and delivery will be restricted to after the coronavirus restrictions have passed. 

       

                                                          

 

mailto:les_dewhurst@hotmail.com


20 

                                                                


