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Guest Speaker: Jim Powell 

Topic: Development of EG Waterhouse Garden 

NEXT  MEETING  21 APRIL 2018   
Corrimal Community Centre which is adjacent to the 

Corrimal Library in Short Street near Corrimal  
shopping centre   

One of the many beautiful dahlias on display at  “Perennial Hill”  

during our visit on 17 March 
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Southern Highlands trip & William had a quiz for us at the  

morning tea break 

Member Dean Wilson sharing some of his vast horticultural 

knowledge during the visit to “Perennial Hill’ 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE APRIL 2018. 

I feel sure that everyone enjoyed our bus trip held instead of our usual 

Monthly Meeting in March. The trip was arranged because the 

Coniston Community hall, where we hold our monthly meetings is 

being renovated, and is not yet completed, and I believe at this point in 

time will not be available for us to use for our meeting in April. 

We have been offered a room at the Council Library at Corrimal for 

our meeting this month and I hope that that will not be a deterrent, as 

so often change is to some. I have noticed blooms on some of my 

sasanquas so the Monthly Bloom Competition will definitely 

commence, so please come and bring your flowers with you for the 

first day of competition for the year.   

 

I intend recommencing the Judging School on the second and fourth 

Thursdays in each of the months April, May and June and might 

consider other days depending on the availability of blooms, as it will 

be very close to “Show Days” after June. It may be advantageous to 

have some later days when we can look at some reticulata blooms, but 

that can be decided at a later date.  

        (continued next page) 
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I welcome anyone to come to the “Judging School”, irrespective of 

your reasons for coming, you don’t necessarily have to become a 

judge, you might just want to know just what judges look for when 

awarding ‘Champions’. So, my advice to all who are considering 

coming is to come and see what we do and after several days you can 

decide whether or not you want to continue coming.  

We will commence each day at 10.30am, have a short break for lunch 

and close at about 1.30pm. or later, depending on those present. You 

will need to bring your own lunch and I will bring coffee, tea, sugar 

and milk. The meeting days will be held at the “Uniting Church”. On 

the corner of Point Street and the Prince’s Highway at Bulli, where I 

am a regular attender. There is no costs involved. 

 

I would like to extend a very warm welcome to any past Members of 

the St George and Sutherland Camellia Society who have joined our 

Affiliate. Unfortunately, the St George and Sutherland Camellia 

Society has ceased to function. Some of you I am acquainted with and 

if you attend any of the meetings of Camellias Illawarra, please make 

yourself known to me.  

 

I look forward to seeing you all at our meeting in April, not at the 

usual venue, but at the Corrimal Library, which is situated in Short 

Street on the South side of the Woolworths Store. Entry to the meeting 

place is on the Eastern side of the building in Short Street, Corrimal. 

There is parking there. 

                      

WW. 

On every stem, on every leaf,... and at the root of every-

thing that grew, was a professional specialist in the shape 

of grub, caterpillar, aphis, or other expert, whose business 

it was to devour that particular part. ~Oliver Wendell Holmes 
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Notes from the committee 

 As you will have noticed from the front cover of this newsletter 

the Coniston hall is still not available so the April meeting will 

be at Corrimal Community Centre.  The meeting will be in the 

Grevillia Room.  Don’t forget to bring along any bloom that you 

have for the monthly bloom competition  

 We received a lovely thank-you letter from Kim & Pat Bowyer 

for extending Life Membership to them . 

 As we grow older and are no longer able to maintain large  

gardens we often find having to downsize is the answer.  One 

couple who were faced with this problem are Ken & Allison 

Whitecross, who are planning to move in June. Ken has given 

permission to those of us who would like to source cuttings 

from his collection of camellias to do so in late May or early 

June. Arrangements will be made with Ken closer to the date .  

William has the list of Ken & Allison’s camellias if you would 

like to see if there is anything you want. 

  Marj Mansfield has been one of our judges at the annual show 

for many years and has recently joined our group. Unfortunately  

Marj has suffered from some health problems that will prevent 

her from judging this year.  We wish you a speedy recovery 

Marj.   As a result we are on the lookout for another judge 

 Preparations for the annual and retic shows are progressing well. 

 In line with current requirements from the Department of Fair 

Trading, revision of our constitution is under way. This will 

require you, the members, to vote on its acceptance or rejection 

at a special meeting or at the next AGM. Once a draft is 

completed it will be available for all to peruse.  

 Orders for Neutrog products are now being taken. See Sandy for 

order forms, remember payment required when placing order. 

 There are still a few stragglers who have not paid their fees for 

this year.  Please take the opportunity to pay them at the April 

meeting. 

Early to bed, early to rise; 

Work like hell and fertilize. 
~Emily Whaley 
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CAMELLIA CULTURE NOTES FOR APRIL 2018. 

 

We are now well into Autumn, though the temperatures would 

suggest, we are still in the throes of summer, the Tathra bushfires are 

a good indication of the long Indian Summer we are enduring. 

Watering is still the major issue for our Camellias as we should be 

well aware, they only have a shallow root system compared to other 

plants of their size.  

Here is a little exercise to try to see how far your water is 

getting into your Camellia trees. Take a garden spade, and in between 

a couple of established Camellias on a flat or gentle slope are of your 

garden, dig out a square the width of your spade down about one & a 

half times the length of the blade on your spade. This will leave you 

with a soil profile and you should see a change in soil colour. The area 

where the soil is containing moisture will be of a darker colour than 

the dry area.  

Whilst you are doing this, you might as well test the W.H.C. 

What is this you may ask?  It stands for water holding capacity, that is, 

how long the water you or natural rain applied to the soil stays there. 

So, in this square hole you have just made, fill it to the top with water 

and see how long before you can see no water or very little left in the 

hole. If there is nothing left in half an hour you have a problem. If it is 

still full after half an hour you have a bigger problem. Why is the 

second scenario worse than the first? Well, like anything else that 

applies to liquid, you can always add a bit more if needed, but it is 

very difficult to remove it if it is too much. Try mixing up a batch of 

Concrete, or adding milk to mashed potatoes.  

You can always add things to hold more moisture in the soil in 

the way of organic material such as peat or manures, but if there is too 

much you may have to re drain the area or raise the level of the 

garden up especially if the garden is on heavy clay or a rock shelf. 

Anyway it is a good little exercise to try, and it will give you 

some indication as to why your plants are not looking their best, 

despite watering, fertilizing and other TLC you give to your Camellias. 

 

Good Luck, from Jim. 
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OUR BUS TRIP TO THE SOUTHERN HIGHLANDS 

On Saturday, 17 March, sixteen of our members caught the bus driven 

by our member, Ron Hewitt, on a trip to two gardens in the Southern 

Highlands, and we were blessed with near perfect weather.  Six other 

members from Helensburgh and Camden area also joined us at the first 

garden.  We had a stop at the Tourist Information Centre at Mittagong 

and Ron provided us with a welcome morning tea, before we set off for 

the first garden – Perennial Hills, which is situated at Mount Gibraltar, 

just a short distance from Mittagong. 

 

On arriving at this garden, which is situated on the north facing side of 

Mount Gibraltar,  we were greeted by Julie, who with her husband, 

Craig Hulbert, has designed and established this beautiful garden.  The 

one acre site was purchased in 2001 and it is absolutely amazing just 

what has been achieved in 17 years in this garden.  Both Julie and her 

husband are horticulturalists and so are very knowledgeable people as 

far as gardens and plants are concerned. 

 

Julie conducted us through the garden, which is divided into a series of 

rooms.  Each room has a different theme and style and as one goes from 

one garden room to the next, another beautiful surprise is waiting to be 

seen.  As indicated by the name, there are many, many perennials in this 

garden. 

 

Many rare plants are also included in this garden, as well as other known 

plants, trees and shrubs.  There was a variety of succulents in one 

‘room’, many conifers including blue spruce, countless ground covers, 

many different salvias, specimen trees, fragrant roses, daisies, 

hydrangeas, fuchsias and other summer flowering perennials of which I 

am not sure of the names.  It was a feast of colour.  There were also eye-

catching small statues here and there and a house set in the garden, built 

by Julie and her husband for their family, which just seemed to fit 

perfectly into the landscape.  

 

My husband, Ron, and I had visited this garden last October, in the 

Spring, and although it was a ‘spring garden’ at that time of the year, it 

was just as beautiful and very inspiring to we amateur gardeners. 

        (continued next page) 
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Julie and her husband were very appreciative of the Reticulata which 

William presented to them and we, in turn, were very appreciative of 

their hospitality in sharing their garden with us and their unstinted 

replies to our many questions about the garden.   

 

Our next stop was Mittagong RSL Club, where we all enjoyed a 

delicious lunch. 

 

After lunch we boarded the bus for Chinoiserie, which was not far 

away.  This is also a colourful perennial garden set in 1.25 acres.  

Again, this property is not very old in garden terms, although the 

delightful white weatherboard house looks like a turn of the century 

building.  We all had a lovely  view of the garden from the back 

verandah of the house, looking out onto the length of the garden and 

the garden rooms.  Features of this garden were white painted 

woodwork and trellises, which beautifully set off the colours of the 

plants in the garden.   There was also a peaceful Chinese Pavilion, next 

to a pond with running water, and this was a tranquil and serene place 

in the garden.  

 

Our host and owner of the property, Dominic Wong, then took us on a 

tour of this colourful perennial garden.  There are informal plantings in 

a formal setting, with herbaceous borders, potager (kitchen garden), 

stream and pond, peony garden, rare plants and a developing woodland 

garden.  We were advised that the best time to see blooms of the 100 

varieties of Peony is mid-October to early November, when tree 

peonies and other rare plants may be purchased. 

 

Our host was most appreciative of the Reticulata camellia which Kevin 

presented to him in appreciation of our visit and ensured us that it 

would find a welcome place in his garden. 

 

This was a thoroughly enjoyable excursion and our thanks go to Ron 

Hewitt and to Tina, Shandra and Judy (anyone else) for organising this 

for us. 

 

Jean Groves 
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Dolomite Lime 

We are often told that a handful of dolomite lime is good for our 

camellias.  So what is dolomite lime and why is it good for the 

camellias. The chemical symbol for dolomite lime is CaMg(CO3)2. 

Not being chemically minded I had to see what this meant and  a broad 

description means that it contains 21.5% Calcium, 11.4% Magnesium 

and .3% Sulphur. 

  Calcium, magnesium, and sulphur are essential plant nutrients. They 

are called “secondary” nutrients because plants require them in smaller 

quantities than nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium. On the other 

hand, plants require these nutrients in larger quantities than the 

“micronutrients” such as boron and molybdenum.  Calcium and 

magnesium both increase soil pH, but sulphur from some sources 

reduces soil pH. Compounds containing one or more of these nutrients 

are often used as soil amendments rather than strictly as suppliers of 

plant nutrition.  

  Calcium is essential for the formation of roots, stems and new 

growth in plants. The nutrient forms calcium pectate, which plants use 

to construct cell walls and membranes. Consequently, calcium helps 

provide plants' rigidity. Plants also use calcium to create carbohydrates 

like cellulose and starch. What's more, calcium benefits your garden 

soil. It improves soil structure by helping soil particles stick together. 

  Magnesium is the central atom amid four nitrogen atoms in the 

chlorophyll molecule, so it is involved in photosynthesis. It serves as 

an activator for many enzymes required in plant growth processes 

   Sulfur is an essential building block in chlorophyll development and 

protein synthesis. 

Calcium Deficiency Symptoms 

Calcium strengthens cell walls. So as cells weaken, the vascular 

system of the plant starts to collapse, reducing the uptake of all of the 

major elements. The symptoms show up first at the growing tips of 

both the shoots and the roots.   (continued next page) 
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 100 Montague Street 

 North Wollongong 

 NSW 2500 

Calcium is an immobile element, meaning that when there is a 

deficiency, the plant can’t translocate calcium from the older leaves to 

the younger leaves New growth at the leaf tips and margins begins to 

wither and die back, and the new leaves are often deformed. 

Magnesium Deficiency Symptoms 

Magnesium has an important role in photosynthesis because it forms 

the central atom of chlorophyll. Therefore, without sufficient amounts 

of magnesium, plants begin to degrade the chlorophyll in the old 

leaves. This causes the main symptom of magnesium deficiency, 

chlorosis, or yellowing between leaf veins, which stay green, giving 

the leaves a marbled appearance. 

Next time you have a look at your camellias and you see any of these 

signs give Dolomite lime in small quantities a try.  I usually give my 

camellias a small handful every two or three years in winter.  If you 

are  not  sure I’m certain Jim will have an answer 

Kevin 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Photosynthesis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chlorophyll
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chlorosis
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Camellias Illawarra Incorporated respects the privacy of all of its members.  No personal de-

tails of individual members will be used for any purpose other than that for which they are held, 

i.e. the operation of the organisation. No person’s personal details will be provided to any other 

party without the express approval of that person. 

Calendar 2018 

April 21 Monthly meeting—Corrimal Community Centre 

April 27  Committee meeting 

May 19 Monthly meeting 

June 16 Monthly meeting 

July 14-15 NSW show at Ravenswood 

July 21-22 Illawarra Annual Show TIGS 

August 4-5  Berry Show 

August 11 Retic Show—Bulli Uniting Church 

August 17– 18 Narrandera Show 

August 18  Monthly meeting 

Sept 1-2 Hume -Albury Show 

Sept 6-9 National Congress Melbourne 

Sept 15 Monthly meeting 

October 20  AGM 

Nov 17 Christmas Party 

Lola & Alan Flanagan on the Southern Highlands trip 


