
  

An Affiliate of Camellias Australia Inc  

www.camelliasillawarra.org.au 

Next meeting 16 April 

Coniston Community Centre 2pm 

Guest Speaker: Paul Dipuglia from Neutrog, 

who will give us the latest product 

updates and will have free gifts 

for those at the meeting 

Camellia “Stan Jones”. Originated by Stan Jones, Mount Ousley, N.S.W., Aus-

tralia from Kanjiro x Splendor that first flowered 1979. The 9 cm across, semi-

double flowers are pale pink with deep rose-pink edges. The upright, dense plant 

has dark green, oval, 3.5 cm x 2.5 cm leaves  
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE APRIL, 2016 

What a relief it is . No more of those hot humid days of January, February 

and March, that is, until they roll around again in 2017. Here at Russell Vale 

I’ve pulled the doona over me again when sleeping, and it is most comforta-

ble and I can get a reasonable night’s sleep again. 

Our first Monthly Meeting in 2016 saw 24 members present but very few 

blooms in our Monthly Bloom Competition. That doesn’t concern me at all 

as it is only March and camellias in our garden  are just beginning to show 

colour, although we did manage to win a minor place in the March competi-

tion with a bloom of C.J “Kramer’s Supreme”. 

At the completion of our meeting in March, we held our second Committee 

Meeting for the year. We usually hold our Committee Meetings on the fourth 

Sunday afternoon of each month but it was decided at the previous meeting 

to hold it on an alternate day, because the fourth Sunday in March will be 

Easter Sunday and some members might  not be present, so it suited all pre-

sent at that meeting to meet at the conclusion of our monthly meeting in 

March.       Continued next page 
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(Continued from previous page) 

One item of business discussed at the Committee Meeting was the fact that 

there are still 21 members who haven’t yet paid the subscription fee for 

2016. As out Treasurer would like to send all subscription fee money to the 

National Treasurer by the end of April, it was decided that  members are 

asked to pay their fees either at the April Monthly Meeting, send it  with the 

tear out sheet that will be in the April Newsletter or by depositing into Ca-

mellias Illawarra  account at the IMB. 

There was concern that  our show dates for 2016 clashed with the NSW Ca-

mellia Research Society show dates. That would bring about many problems 

for both societies as we assist each other by way of presenting blooms for the 

show benches. There would also be problems in regard to Judges as some of 

them are involved with both societies. Ritchie Griffiths soon sorted out the 

problem and show days have reverted back as they were in 2015, with the 

NSW show on the second weekend, July 9 &10 and Illawarra  on the third 

weekend July 16 & 17. 

I’d like to inform all members that for our April Meeting, we will have as 

our Guest Speaker  Paul Dipuglia, a representative of Neutrog. Paul will be 

showing a Power Point presentation. All present will receive free samples of 

Neutrog’s latest products.  

Members are asked to purchase copies of their book entitled “From The 

Ground Up” written specifically for NSW gardeners by the Ross Family. 

Members are required to pre-order their copy by contacting our Treasurer 

Christine Fernandez, (or myself if you can’t reach Christine) as soon as pos-

sible. The book is priced at $49.95, but as a “Special”, it is available to our 

members at $35.00. 

I’m looking forward to seeing more blooms presented at our April competi-

tion. There should be more blooms opening in the next few weeks because of 

the cooler conditions and I know there is always that keen rivalry amongst 

our members to amass as many points as possible, especially in the early 

months of competition when blooms are not as plentiful. 

For those who are interested in attending the Judging School this year,   

( Continued next page)    
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(Continued from previous page) 

Following is what is intended- 

The Judging School is to be held at the Uniting Church Bulli on every second 

and fourth Thursday commencing at 11.00 am. There will be a short break for 

lunch (please bring your own) before we finish each day at approximately 2 

to 2.30 pm.  

It is proposed that we begin in May, as by then there should be sufficient 

blooms available for our needs.  We will decide at the conclusion of each day 

of any necessary changes to these arrangements. 

Members are reminded that it doesn’t matter to me if you don’t really want to 

become a judge but just want to learn more about camellias and there is no 

cost involved in participation of the judging school. 

I will attempt to make each session as interesting as possible, and at each ses-

sion I  hope we can have a little fun, as I believe it helps us learn in a  friend-

ly environment. So if you feel motivated, come along and see just what we 

do, if you enjoy it keep coming, if you don’t, stay at home. 

I look forward to seeing as many as possible at our meeting in April. And I’m 

sure it will be of interest to all who want to grow better camellia blooms. 

WW  

Fishing Story 

 I went fishing one morning, but after a short time I ran out of prawns.  
 Then I saw a redbelly black snake with a frog in his mouth. Frogs are good 

barramundi bait.  

 Knowing the snake couldn't bite me with the frog in his mouth I grabbed 

him  right behind the head, took the frog, and put it in my bait bucket.  

 Now the problem was how to release the snake without getting bitten.  

 So, I grabbed my bottle of Jack Daniels and poured a little whiskey in its 

mouth. His eyes rolled back, he went limp.  

 I released him into the lake without incident and carried on fishing using 
the frog.  

 A little later, I felt a nudge on my foot. It was that cheeky snake, with two 

more frogs.  
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Minutes of Monthly Meeting held at Coniston Community Centre on Satur-
day, 19 March 2016 
Meeting opened at 2.00 pm by President William Walker 
Present:  24 Members. 
Apologies:  16 Members. 
Sick Members Report: William gave a report on members  who were sick or 

recovering from illness. 
Birthdays: William offered best wishes to those members hav-

ing birthdays this month. 
Minutes of Last Meeting:   These were sent by email or post.  Moved by San-

dra Reiman, seconded by Debbie Dewhurst, carried. 
Business Arising: 

William advised that because of illness Elaine Faulks has had to resign 
from the position of Treasurer and Christine Fernandez has stepped 
in to take her place.   Elizabeth Martin has accepted the position of 
Secretary.  William expressed thanks to both these ladies in ac-
cepting these positions in our Society. 

William has been trying to contact Paul Tracey at the Wollongong Botan-
ic Gardens regarding the memorial for Phil Hamer, but has been un-
successful so far.  This will be followed up. 

Treasurer’s Report: Presented 
Because of the change in office bearers, the following people have been au-
thorised  to be signatories on the Society’s Accounts , with two signatories 
required to sign for each transaction - 
President  - William Walker 
Secretary  - Elizabeth Martin 
Treasurer  - Christine Fernandez 
Show Organizer  - Tina Hamer 
Committee Member - Sandra Reiman 
Committee Member - Kevin Reiman 
Elaine Faulks’ name (resigned as Treasurer due to ill health) to be taken off. 
Account details are as follows – 
IMB Everyday Account – Number 021112238 
IMB Term Investment – Number 100037435 
IMB Term Investment – Number 200532656 
Moved by Christine Fernandez, seconded by Jim Powell, carried. 
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Correspondence: 
Kevin Reiman received literature from Gardens Australia. 
The State Library is trying to get printed material relating to NSW plants 

and this includes brochures, catalogues, point of sale, etc.  It does 
not relate to books. 

Also, pamphlets and leaflets have been received about Tasmania – gar-
dens and so on.  Members to pick up a pamphlet if interested. 

A very nice letter has been received from Janice and William, thanking all 
members for their constant care in Will’s illness, as well as Janice’s 
own problems with pain and back surgery.  Will is still awaiting re-
sults to check on his condition.  Also, Janice thanked members for 
the sympathy card sent on the passing of her sister, Mollie Blatch. 

An email has been received from the National Membership Secretary 
regarding the Illawarra Membership list.  He wants to co-ordinate 
the number of members with the amount of money forwarded to 
the National Body as Membership Fees.   

William received a request from the National Body, to assist with the 
donation to cover the cost of a Bumper Autumn Edition of Camellia 
News, to mark the 200th Edition.  The Committee has decided to do-
nate $200.00 and an email has been received expressing thanks to 
our Society. 

At our April meeting there will be a guest speaker from Neutrog and he 
will bring free samples of their latest products.  He also has a book, 
‘From the Ground Up’, which Neutrog is willing to sell to our mem-
bers at a special price of $35,00 if anyone is interested.  The book 
will have to be ordered  before the meeting closes today.  The repre-
sentative will be Paul Dipuglia. 

An invitation has been received from Wildwood Gardens to visit their 
property and view the many camellias that they have growing there, 
as well as other plants and flowers.  To be discussed at our next 
meeting. 

Southern Highlands Autumn Gardens Weekend – Saturday, 23/04/16, to 
Sunday, 24/04/16,   10.00 am to 4,00 pm.  Pamphlets available on 
the table.   There will be 4,500 plants for sale, with tea and coffee 
available. 
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General Business: 
William advised that the date of the September meeting has had to be 

altered because it clashes with National Congress, which is hoped to 
be attended by some of our members.  The date will be moved for-
ward  to Saturday, 10/09/16,  Moved by Jim Powell seconded by 
Kevin Reiman,  carried  

 Judging School – William informed members present that holding the 
Judging School after our Monthly Meetings had been a dismal fail-
ure and members asked if we could have them at the Uniting 
Church at Bulli, twice a month, on alternate Thursdays.  Bulli Uniting 
Church was contacted and the second and fourth Thursdays have 
been decided on, to commence in May.  Times were discussed and 
it was decided that the school would run from 11.00 am to approxi-
mately 2.00 pm, with a short break for lunch.  Members to bring 
their own lunch.  The dates for May are 12/05/16  and 26/05/16. 

The Berry Flower and Camellia Show will be held on 30/07/16 and 
31/07/16. 

Our newly elected Editor, Kevin Reiman, will put the Monthly News-
letter on the website each month and the rules of the Monthly 
Bloom Competition will also appear on the website. 

Tina Hamer advised that the library books belonging to the Society will 
also be listed on the website.  If members let Tina know what book 
they want, she will bring it to the meeting.  The book,  ‘What Gar-
den Pest or Disease is That’, is missing.  Does anyone have it at 
home? 

The Committee has decided to only have two classes in our Show Sched-
ule for young people under 18 years of age this year – one for red or 
pink camellias and the other for white or variegated blooms. 

The size of the sprays in the July Show has been discussed and has been 
changed back to 30 cm maximum, from the top of the bottle to the 
top of the spray. 

William advised the meeting that we would like to form a Show Com-
mittee, as there are so many jobs to be done.  We need a com-
mittee of people.  He asked the members present  if anyone would 
like to be part of this committee.  Unfortunately there was no re-
sponse. 

Camellias Illawarra Inc has applied for a Government Volunteers Grant 
and if successful will purchase a new laptop computer for the use 
mainly of the Show Organiser or for any other use that the Com-
mittee decides. 
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Jim Powell advised that the newly formed Camellia Ark Australia Inc has 
had its inaugural meeting and the next meeting will be on 07/04/16.  
Jim placed some fliers on the table, detailing membership subscrip-
tions, meeting times, etc.   The $30.00 membership covers a sub-
scription for three years. 

Kevin Reiman asked if there had been any result from Richie, President 
of the NSW Camellia Society.  William advised that Richie has been 
in touch with Ravenswood Girls School to see if the date could be 
changed, to bring it a week forward.  This has now been done. 

Tina Hamer asked if there were any members present who wished to 
pay their outstanding membership fees . 

William thanked Sandra for going to Masters’ sale and buying some Ca-
mellias at half price, to be used for prizes.  Thanks to Sandra for the 
lovely raffle prize today, which Jenny Donohoe won. 

The meeting closed at 2.40 pm. 
Following the meeting Jim and Jenny gave us an update on the International 

Congress held in China last month.   They shared some of their experiences 
including Jenny’s terrifying “abduction”.   Jim was able to make comparisons 

between his visit to China in 1991 with this year.  He commented on the 

growth that has taken place in China in that time.  Once again visitors came 
home with many souvenirs including very colourful jackets. (Editor) 

Letter to the editor from Shandra Egan 

I was first introduced to the Camellia world by Tony Davis who ran a workshop 

on grafting. 

After listening to three speakers from the Camellia Society at our annual High-

lands Garden Society Camellia Show. I was encouraged by Tony to get in-

volved & hence I went to the 2012, 50th Anniversary Camellia Congress in 

China. 

This month Tony has his garden open as part of the Highlands Botanic Gar-

den Societies Open Garden Weekend on the 23rd & 24th April "The Garden 

House " at 62 Burradoo Rd. Burradoo. 

It’s not far from the Botanic Garden site on the corner of Kangaloon & Old 

South Rd. Bowral. 

There will be over four & a half thousand rare & unusual plants for sale on the 

site as well as having a chance to see what we have done so far. 

Tony's garden has many Reticulatas & other varieties growing in his beautiful 

garden. 
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Final Notice 

Last day for payment of your 2016 fees will be Saturday 16 April. 

If unsure if you are financial please contact Tina 

Fees can be paid at the April meeting, by post to our Member-

ship Secretary Tina Hamer or by direct deposit to our IMB 

bank account.   

Single: $20  Household: $24 

Camellias Illawarra Inc 

BSB: 641-800 Account No:  021112238 

Please ensure that you include your name with the transfer. 

Neutrog Orders 

Orders for Neutrog can be placed and paid for at the April meeting, .   Or-

der forms are available on request on the day or via email.  If there are suf-

ficient orders it is hoped that we can have it delivered in May 

******* 

 

 

 

Monthly Bloom Competition Judges  

April:   Debbie Dewhurst and Lorraine Heath 

May:    Tina Hamer and Kevin Reiman 

June:   Andrew Gillam and Jim Powell 

August:  William Walker and Chris Chapman 

September 10: Don Dewhurst and Sandra Reiman 



10 

Here are some “Sandy” Brainteasers!!! 

 

1. Where will the 2016 National Congress be held? 

A) Launceston 

B) Shepparton 

C) Singleton 

D) Busselton 

 

2. Which of the following is a camellia relating to a day in February? 

A) Mother’s Day 

B) Pancake Day 

C) Valentine Day 

D) Easter Morn 

 

3. When is a camellia Judge’s decision wrong/ questionable? 

A) About half the time 

B) When your bloom does not win 

C) When a flower is NAS 

D) The judge’s decision is always final 

 

4. What is the name of the 2015 new registration from our member in 

Robertson? 

A) Dean Wilson 

B) Wilson’s Harlequin 

C) D R Wilson 

D) Robertson’s Harlequin 

 

5. When is the best time to prune a large camellia? 

A) After flowering in late winter 

B) When the wife is out 

C) When a son is available with a truck and chain saw 

D) All of the above  

 

Answers next page 
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CULTURE NOTES FOR APRIL 2016. 

This late Indian Summer is causing a few headaches to our beloved Camelli-

as. By now the new growth should be hardened off to Semi-Hardwood stage, 

(the right time to be taking cuttings), but if yours are anything like mine at 

home they are still madly putting on new growth which is both annoying to 

me and confusing to the plants.  

I am busily  trying to reduce this new growth to encourage more flower buds 

and at the same time thinning out some of the denser bushes to allow more 

light and air circulation into the trees to get better disease and pest free 

plants.  

This is also the time that I add a liquid flower producing fertilizer such as 

Maxicrop for Flowers or another equivalent into those pots I hope to get 

good blooms later on for competition. All have survived my 3 weeks absence 

overseas but some have developed scorched leaves due to the hot dry weath-

er whilst we were away, but the Camellias have learnt to live with this prob-

lem and although they don’t look their best it will have very little effect on 

their flowering capability. I leave the damage foliage on as they will still 

function as a leaf should although with a reduced capacity.  They will also 

protect the new growth eye and flower buds.  

Check your pots for drying out as although you may be watering them some 

may have become water repellent and this is where Wetta-Soil is handy to 

open up the soil to allow water penetration. When you water the pot just pick 

it up and see if it still feels very light. This is an indication that the water has 

just run down the inside edge of the pot and straight out the bottom without 

moving through the actual root ball. 

Hope these tips may be of some benefit to you through this late hot period. 

Best Wishes  

Jim Powell 

Answers to Quiz:  1.A, 2.C, 3.D, 4.B, 5.A 
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Monthly Bloom Comp Results March 

   Something for the bookworms!!!!!! 

In 1984 Camellias Victoria published a great little book entitled 

“Successful Camellia Growing”. Since then it has been reprinted 

twice, the last being  in 2003.   

The book contains many helpful hints and with the 

permission of Camellias Victoria some exerts from 

it will be published in our newsletter from time to 

time. The first of these appears on the next page. 

Camellias Victoria still has some copies available so 

if you would like to purchase a copy for yourself  

just contact  them. 

  Bloom Grown by 

Class 1 1st Lucinda R & J Groves 

 2nd Yuletide R & J Groves 

 3rd Rosea J Powell &  J Donohoe 

Class 2 1st Weroona J Powell &  J Donohoe 

 2nd Weroona J Powell &  J Donohoe 

 3rd Exquisite R & J Groves 

Class 3 1st Bonsai Baby G Oke & R Bryce 

 2nd Beatrice Emily J Powell & J Donohoe 

 3rd Bonsai Baby G Oke & R Bryce 

Class 4 1st Sparkling Burgundy D & D Dewhurst 

 2nd Bonanza S Egan 

 3rd Violet Weymouth S Egan 

Class 12 1st Brevistyla Rubra J Powell & J Donohoe 

 2nd Brevistyla Rubra J Powell & J Donohoe 

 3rd Puniceiflora Rubra J Powell & J Donohoe 

Class 16 2nd Kramer's Supreme W & J Walker 

Class 22 2nd Arejishi G Oke & R Bryce 

    

Judge’s Choice Bonsai Baby G Oke & R Bryce 

People's Choice Bonsai Baby G Oke & R Bryce 
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Some of the blooms from the 

March monthly bloom competi-

tion. Blooms this year appear to 

be later and smaller than usual. 

 

Left: Tiny “Puniceiflora Rubra” 

Note the $1 coin beside the 

blooms. 

 

Below: Winner for this month 

of both the Judge’s and People’s 

awards. “Bonsai Baby” 

Grown by Graeme Oke and 

Robyn Bryce 
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Calendar 2016 

April 16    Monthly meeting 

April 23-24  Southern Highlands Autumn Gardens weekend,  10am - 4pm 

May 12    Judging school—Bulli 

May 21    Monthly meeting 

May 26    Judging School—Bulli 

June 9    Judging School—Bulli 

June 18     Monthly meeting 

June 23     Judging School—Bulli 

July 9-10   NSW show—Ravenswood 

July 16-17   Illawarra show—TIGS 

July 30-31   Berry show 

August 13   Retic show 

August 20   Monthly meeting 

September 10  Monthly meeting  Note change of date 

September 16-19 National Congress & show—Launceston, Tasmania 

Camellias Illawarra Incorporated respects the privacy of all of its members.  No personal de-

tails of individual members will be used for any purpose other than that for which they are held, 

i.e. the operation of the organisation. No person’s personal details will be provided to any other 

party without the express approval of that person. 

 

 

 

 

This newsletter 

printed courtesy 

of the office of 

Stephen Jones MP.  

Federal Member 

for Throsby 


