
  

 

An Affiliate of Camellias Australia Inc  

www.camelliasillawarra.org.au 

The Annual Christmas Party 
To be held at 

Bulli Workers Club 

17 November 

12 noon for 12.30 pm Lunch 
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New Committee elected at the Annual General Meeting. 

From left to right: Jean Groves, Minute Secretary, William Walker, 

Elizabeth Martin, Secretary, Christine Fernandez, Debby Dewhurst, 

Webmaster, Don Dewhurst, President, Helen Dewhurst, Les Dewhurst, 

Membership Secretary and Treasurer ,(absent Theresa Nemcik)  

A beautiful White Waratah growing in the Rhododendron Park at 

Blackheath 
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CAMELLIAS ILLAWARRA INC COMMITTEE 

 
President: Mr  Don Dewhurst dandddewhurst@bigpond.com 02 98209912 
     7 Moselle Place, Eschol Park. NSW  2558 
 
Secretary: Mrs Elizabeth  Martin  PO Box 60 Dapto 2530  02 42613484 
 
Minute Secretary:  Mrs Jean Groves  jeanandrongroves @bigpond.com 02 42846200 
    4 Lang Street, Balgownie NSW 2519  
 
Treasurer/ Membership Secretary: Mr Les Dewhurst, les_dewhurst@hotmail.com  
    0295282728     15 Charles Place, Jannali. NSW 2226 
 
Web Manager: Mrs Debby Dewhurst dandddewhurst@bigpond.com 02 98209912 
     7 Moselle Place, Eschol Park. NSW  2558 
 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE NOVEMBER 2018 

This is my first attempt at the President’s message, so it may be a 

little short. 

There are still positions to be filled on the committee, Vice – 

President, Editor and a couple more committee members. Please be 

prepared to put your hand up for these positions as we need more 

people who ‘Know the Ropes’ for the group to flourish and go 

forward.  

At our last meeting our members voted in favour of a change in venue 

for the Monthly meetings. In 2019 we will meet at The Uniting 

Church Hall at Bulli. We decided to start an hour earlier, 12 noon for 

benching and 1pm for the meeting, to ensure those traveling a bit 

further would make it home before dark. 

The Christmas Lunch will be at the Bulli Workers Club on Saturday 

17th November at 12 for 12.30pm.  The cost will be $10 per person. 

Prize winners for the Monthly Bloom competition will be announced 

and prizes will be presented.  As usual questions will be asked to test 

your Camellia knowledge, so now is the time to study ‘Macaboy’ and 

past schedules. 

(continued next page) 
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Our Camellias have had a huge amount of new growth, even to the 

extent that virtually all the old leaves have been lost on some. Now 

we will need to protect the new growth from the expected excessive 

heat.  

Hope to see you all at the Christmas Lunch, if you have not put your 

name on the list yet, ring William or me as soon as possible. 

Kind Regards 

                          Don 

Sandra with Clarissa and Bernie Wilkes strolling through the 

“Corridor of Oaks” at Faulconbridge. This is a park donated by Mr J 

Jackson and is where past Prime Ministers’ have planted oak trees. 

I must admit I knew nothing of such a place and found it interesting 

particularly how some of the antagonistic people have been placed 

opposite each other.  ED 
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Important Bits 

Committee: As you will have seen on page 2 there are still several 

positions vacant on the new committee. So please think about what 

you can do for Camellias Illawarra rather than what it can do for you 

and offer your services. New people with new ideas are what make an 

organization. 

 

 

 

 

 

We need to put names to these faces 

Will you be one of them? 

Christmas Party: Have you remembered to put you name down? If 

not give Jean a ring. Cost is $10 per person. 

New Venue: At the October meeting it was decided to change venues 

to a more accessible one, so from 16 March 2019 our meetings will be 

at Bulli Uniting Church. The hall will open at 12 noon for setup and 

benching of blooms  with the meeting starting at 1pm.  For the first 

meeting pizzas will be ordered. 

International Garden Tours: Recently I received a letter from 

Macleay Valley Travel that listed tours entitled “Garden lover’s tour 

of the world’s Top Gardens” , “Thailand And Chiang Mai Festival 

Tour”, ”Singapore Tour For Gardening Enthusiasts” and “Northern 

Japan Spring Tour”.  Dates for these tours were between January and 

May 2019.  If you are interested in any of these tours I suggest that 

you look at their website, www.macleayvalleytravel.com or phone toll 

free: 1800 81 0809, email is alan@macleayvalleytravel.com. The letter 

from them and brochures will be available at the Christmas party. 
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Minutes of Monthly Meeting  

held at  

Coniston Community Centre on Saturday, 20 October 2018 

 

Meeting opened at 2.00 pm by our President, William Walker, 

who welcomed everyone present. 

 

Present 28 Members. 

Apologies    Miguel Fernandez, Ruth Robinson, Graeme Oke, Robyn 

 Bryce, Enid Kelley, Lyn Brown, Lola Flanagan. 

Sick Members Report  No reports at the moment. 

Birthdays  William expressed best wishes to those members 

 having birthdays in October – Don Dewhurst, Marlene Muller 

 and Kim Bowyer 

 

 

 

 Minutes of Previous Meeting on Saturday, 15 September 2018 

 Moved by Jim Powell, seconded by Lorraine Heath, carried. 

Business Arising from Previous Minutes 

          Nil. 

Correspondence Elizabeth advised that the Garden Club Calendars 

for 2019 had arrived. 

Treasurer’s Report Presented Moved by Les Dewhurst, seconded 

by Jim Powell, carried. 

General Business 

  The Christmas Luncheon will be held at Bulli Workers 

Club again this year.  A sheet will be circulated for member who 

will be attending to put their names down.  The cost will be 

$10.00 each for members and our society will subsidise the rest. 

  Neutrog order sheets are available today for anyone 

wishing to order, but Who-Flung-Dung is not available at the 

moment. 

  The new Constitution will be discussed and voted on at the 

Annual General Meeting. 

  Bill Parker’s father has passed away and Elizabeth will 

send a card to Bill and his family. 
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 Guest Speaker  Our speaker was John Macintosh, who brought along 

Cliveas and small Native Orchids, but whose talk was on 

Cliveas today.   

 John also brought along some great visual aids in the form of 

three large panels of cardboard, on which were pictures of 

various types and colours of Cliveas.  John’s talk was very 

informative and interesting, as was evidenced by the amount of 

questions following his talk.   

 A handout sheet about Cliveas was given to each member 

present.  After the talk John had some small Clivea and Native 

Orchids for sale.  Thank you to John for a very well prepared 

talk, with pictures and  examples of Cliveas and Native         

Orchids. 

The meeting closed at 3.00 pm. 

The next meeting date will be announced in our next Newsletter. 

Jean Groves, Minute Secretary 

Annual Fees 

Fees for the forthcoming year are now due. Treasurer Les will be 

able to take you money at the Christmas party. 

Family Membership: $24 

Single Membership: $20 

Membership can also be paid by direct deposit to: 

IMB account in the name of Camellias Illawarra 

BSB: 641-800 

Account No: 021112238 

Please remember to add your 

name to the transfer details so 

Les knows who has paid 
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Presidents Report to the Annual General Meeting  

20th, October, 2018. 

I joined the Illawarra Camellia Research Society (as it was known as at 

that time) at the Annual Camellia Show held on the eighteenth of July, 

1986. My reason for joining was that a plant growing in my yard was 

producing blooms of different colours and my brother-in-law, Alan 

Daisley, now deceased, told me that some camellias do that, but I 

wanted to find out more. I was first elected as President on the 

nineteenth day of October 1991, and have enjoyed many three year 

terms and one four year term when the Illawarra Affiliate ‘Hosted’ a 

National Congress. I have really enjoyed all of those years and have 

made many friends and I hope no enemies. 

 

Working together with the current Committee Members has been a joy, 

and if I’m elected as a Committee Person for the coming year, I hope to 

be able to continue to build on the closeness that we have forged during 

the past twelve months. Working with the members of the Committee of 

Management throughout the years has been a pleasure, because no one 

was difficult to get on with, as can happen in societies such as ours. We 

have had no fights or squabbles but, we don’t always agree on 

everything, after all, we’re only human, but during the past year we’ve 

had to make many decisions, and I trust that all of those decisions were 

good for the Affiliate.  I like naming people when I consider it 

appropriate, so, my special thanks to Ron and Jean Groves for their 

generosity in allowing the Committee Meetings to be held at their home 

and for keeping us well fed and watered at the conclusion on each of our 

meeting days.   

 

This past year has been one that I’ll remember as a great 

disappointment. I can’t remember when drought affected our blooms 

more than it has this year. This year, the only show that produced more 

blooms than the one in the previous year was in Berry and the only 

reason why, that I can think of, is that maybe Berry had more rain that 

was experienced in Gordon and surrounds at the NSW Society Show, 

and also at Albury where they experienced a lot less blooms than in 

2017 while here in Wollongong and surrounds we were possibly 

between four to six hundred blooms down on the year 2017. 
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I have had other disappointments. The biggest is that my aim to 

produce Grafted Reticulatas at minimum cost to members hasn’t 

worked out very well. Originally we had a problem finding “Stock 

Plants” on which to graft, but that was overcome by the generosity of 

Bill and Joanne Parker who continue to provide ‘Stock Plants’ for us, 

thank you also to Stan Heath too,  who has  assisted us in  the past. 

My capability at grafting has also been a problem because of my 

failure to keep the grafted plants growing. Kev Reiman has maybe 

highlighted my problem as over-watering, so hopefully I can do better 

and have more success this year, and beyond. 

The fact that we have maintained our membership numbers is 

encouraging, although I realise that some of our members were once 

members of the now closed St George and Sutherland Camellia 

Society and the fact that that Affiliate had to close down is another 

disappointment. 

One can only hope that the year 2019 we’ll see a big improvement in 

weather conditions as I consider that to be the over-riding problem of 

2018. I am always amazed by the competitiveness of    members of 

our Affiliate and hope that it can be maintained in the years to come. 

My hopes for the future are that we will continue to operate as a very 

successful Camellia Affiliate and that we will continue to present our 

blooms to the residents of the City of Greater Wollongong by means 

of our two shows, the Annual Varietal Show in July and the Annual 

Reticulata Show held in August each year.                     WW. 

Christmas Greetings 

To all our Members and camellia Friends 

May your blooms continue to amaze  

 and may you have good health to enjoy them 
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Entries in the October monthly bloom 

competition 

Did you pick the winner? 

Find out  at the Christmas Party 



11 

 

Check out  their webpage for very useful  

information at http://permian.net.au/ 

 

Blue rhododendron at 

Blackheath 

Another of Blackheath’s  rhodo’s 
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Camellias Illawarra Incorporated respects the privacy of all of its members.  No personal de-

tails of individual members will be used for any purpose other than that for which they are 

held, i.e. the operation of the organisation. No person’s personal details will be provided to 

any other party without the express approval of that person. 

Calendar 2018 

Nov 17 Christmas Party 12 noon for 12.30pm  lunch 

Calendar 2019 

 March 16 First meeting at Bulli Uniting Church—12noon for 1pm meeting 


