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NO  MEETING  17 March 2018 
Instead there will be a bus trip to the  

Southern Highlands 
 visiting two garden with lunch at Mittagong RSL 

Details on page five (5) 

Lovelight. (C.japonica), White. Large, semi-double with heavy petals. 

Vigorous, upright growth. Mid-season blooming. Reg. No.731: 

(SCCS.No.62-20) Originated by Harvey Short, Pasadena, California, 

USA. An 8 year old seedling that first bloomed 1959. A seedling of 

‘Lotus’ (Gauntlettii). It is 13 cm across x 5 cm deep.  
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Late last year our esteemed Vice-President had an important birthday.  

Above is a picture of the birthday cake made by a very talented family 

member. We all hope that you had a very happy “70th” Don. 

Congratulations to long serving members Kim & Pat Bowyer who 

have recently been awarded Life Membership in Camellias Illawarra 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE MARCH, 2018. 

As I prepare my message for the month of March I can see that it is 

raining outside. What a blessing that is, it has been so dry for so long, 

even the grass on the fairways of the local golf course is beginning to 

go brown. It is amazing how soon after rain, the grass begins to grow 

again and I’ll soon have to get the lawn-mower out to keep my lawns 

respectable.  

It will be of great benefit for our camellias, and hopefully it will 

continue to rain for some time. Listening to the Mid-day News today, I 

heard reports of rain falling in many areas of our state and I am sure 

that many who have livestock will welcome all that they receive 

during this spell of rain. 

I sincerely hope that all of our members and readers are well. 

March usually sees the first meeting day of our camellia season, but 

because the hall where we hold our meetings is undergoing restoration 

and is unavailable for us to use, and maybe for the April meeting as 

well, in the Newsletter this month you can read of the planed  Bus Trip 

instead of the meeting.   
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.  I know that you will be able to read all the details of the trip on 

another page in this Newsletter, so there is no need for me to add 

anything further. 

I hope your camellias haven’t been damaged by the excessive heat that 

we have endured this summer.  Some of ours here at Russell Vale have 

a few scorched leaves, but nothing excessive. We have already seen 

our first camellia flower for the year. It was a bloom of Doris Hirst, an 

Australian-Raised cultivar, originated by W Neville, Castle Hill NSW. 

It is a pure white informal double flower that needs some protection 

from the sun, and can grow to a little over five inches, or 12.5 cm 

across. It isn’t widely grown by members of Camellias Illawarra and 

we only receive a small number of entries in our Annual Show in July 

each year.    

I’d urge all members to read our Monthly Newsletters so that you will 

be aware of any altered arrangements for our April Meeting. We were 

advised that the Coniston Community Hall will not be available for us 

to use in March, and, depending on the progress made by those 

involved in the restoration process, even our meeting in April may not 

be at the Coniston Hall. 

I intend to continue with the Judging School again this year, and 

anyone who would like to learn more about their camellias is quite 

welcome to come. The commencement date will not be until we have 

some blooms available to look at, although there is still something that 

you can be involved in, so I might make an earlier start this year, 

because once Show Time begins, there will not be sufficient blooms 

available to be looked over. 

If you can’t make the bus trip with us in March, I hope to see you in 

April, but exactly where, remains to be seen.                   

               WW. 
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Notes from the committee 

Coniston hall is undergoing renovations and will not be available until 

May this year.  

Bus Trip 

Committee has decided to go ahead with the planned bus trip to the 

Southern Highlands on March 17.  

Members who indicated that they would like to go  need to confirm  

by  March 10.  If you still wish to  go on the bus or you are not sure 

if you put your name on the list contact  Kevin & Sandra on 42565794 

by that date.  There will be a $1 booking fee for members.  As the bus 

is coming from Nowra we have arranged for the following pick-ups 

at: 

Bomaderry Motor Inn , Princes Hwy: 7.30am 

Donut Van, Berry, 7.55am 

Albion Park Rail opposite the railway station,. 8.25am 

Coniston Train station Gladstone Ave side . 8.55am 

Emergency numbers: Bus Driver Ron 0412727007 or 

Sandra 0412201430 

On weekends there is plenty of parking at Coniston railway station  

When making a booking please let Sandra know your preferred pick-

up point. 

For those people coming in their own transport, the meeting place will 

be the Information Centre at Mittagong at about 10am. 

There are two garden that we will visit, the first will be Perennial 

Hill, “established in 2001, is a one acre, cool-climate garden on the 

northern side of Mt. Gibraltar. The garden is wonderfully designed 

with much to inspire. Highlights include: conifer gardens, rockery, dry

-stone walls, topiary garden, French parterre and beautiful perennial 

borders in Summer. in the morning and there is no entry fee”  

        (continued next page) 
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(continued from page5) 

Lunch will be at Mittagong RSL at your own cost 

In the afternoon we will visit Chinoserie “This garden (1.25 acres.) 

features a spring time display of over 100 varities of peonies - Chinese, 

Japanese, European and American Tree Peonies and herbaceous 

borders which flower from spring through to late autumn.” There is a 

charge of $6 each. 

Note This will be an any weather trip so be prepared in case of rain 

More notes from Committee 

1. Both shows are to be free entry 

2. It has been decided not to have a trading table at our shows.  

By doing this it will free up more members to engage with the 

public as they move around the show and to help in other areas. 

3. A change has been made in section 6 of the annual show.  There 

will no longer be a basket of camellias. It will now be a 

container of camellias.  Here is a chance to be creative, maybe 

you could use your favourite vase, an old watering can, a stylish 

pot, an old (or new) teapot or an old boot. Just use whatever you 

desire. “Male” members of the human species are also eligible to 

enter this class. 

4. Both classes 601, the bowl of floating camellias and 602, the 

container of camellias, will be judged by popular vote by the 

public on the first day .  

5. Any member/s who have a current first aid certificate would you 

please let a committee member know. 

6. At this point in time the April meeting will be at the Corrimal 

community Centre. More information next newsletter. 

7. Neutrog Order forms will be available at the March bus trip  or 

by email from Kevin and should be returned by the April 

meeting so that we can get our delivery before show time. 
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CAMELLIA CULTURE NOTES MAR.2018. 

If you have not already done so, you had better get your act together 

and feed your plants. Camellias need a reasonable amount of food to 

produce good flowers, water and fresh air is a must for any living 

thing, but we all need nutrition for good health and your Camellias are 

living things. Established plants in a garden situation only require a 

good feed late August or early September and again late February or 

early March. Young plants 3 years or less, require an extra feed 

between the two major fertilising times. Plants in pots treat as young 

plants in a garden site, and young potted plants and small potted 

plants also need a regular liquid fertiliser every 8 to 10 weeks. 

Now is the time for early flowering plants to do your disbudding and 

remove spindly branches that could cause damage to your show 

blooms. It is also a good time to open up densely foliaged shrubs to 

prevent insect attack and stem diseases that will cause a poorer quality 

bloom, particularly the sucking type mites that will cause bud damage.  

If you can see flower buds on your Camellias now, then the sucking 

mites can also see them, and they like new leaf & flower buds that will 

be full of sugar that they are after. If you can see ants on your plants, 

then the sucking mites will already be there. Green & Black Aphids 

along with various scales will be the main culprits. Trees that have 

been damaged by the hot dry weather will need some “Seasol” 

watered into the soil once you have spread your slow release fertiliser 

around the feeder roots drip line of your plants. 

Remember a good garden requires a good gardener. 

Best Wishes Jim. 

Gardening requires a lot of water -  

most of it in the form of perspiration.   
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Vale Wilga Musgrave 

The Lady of the Camellias 

24.03.1902 - 31.08.2002 

We mourn the recent loss of Illawarra co-founder' Wilga Musgrave  . 

As Alan Daisley remarked in the September 2002 Newsletter: 'We 

should not be sad, but rejoice and be thankful  for her full and 

wonderful life'.  Alan's comment was certainly appropriate and we 

should dwell on just how fulfilling she made her long life of one 

hundred years. 

Wilga was born in Dapto, NSW where she and her two sisters went to 

school. During the Second World War, Wilga and her sister Alice 

became heavily involved in the activities of the Red Cross Organisation. 

As a natural transition they then were Foundation Members of Torch 

Bearers for Legacy and both took strong roles in the intense work-load 

of Legacy during the year immediately following the War.  During that 

period Wilga, maintained her keen interest in horticulture where she 

found that she enjoyed a special interest in floral arrangements. 

Around that time, Wilga and Alice renewed their earlier interest in the 

genus camellia. In February 1953 a Bega friend informed them that a 

Professor Waterhouse had provided camellias for a function in Bega. 

They had no idea who he was but somehow they viewed him as the key 

to the future as far as Illawarra was concerned. The sisters decided that 

some type of camellia display would be beneficial to our city and the 

Professor was promptly contacted. He welcomed the approach, and with 

his encouragement, Illawarra's first Camellia Show took place on 18 

July 1953.        (continued next page) 

Have you ever wondered how Camellias Illawarra came to be?  The 

following is a Vale for one of our founders written at the time by our 

late member Alan McGovern and reprinted from Camellia News 

           KR 
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(Continued from page 8) 

The show was non-competitive and mainly featured a special display 

of blooms by Professor Waterhouse and also decorative arrangements 

provided by his charming wife. 

 Prior to the staging of the show, Wilga had, of course visited Killara 

Camellia Show and taken a crash course from Professor Waterhouse. 

This will, no doubt, fail to surprise any of her former associates! 

At the second show in 1954, competitive classes were introduced and 

Wilga arranged supplies of cultivars for sale to the public. These were 

provided by the nurseries of Camellia Grove and Walter Hazlewood.   

Wilga charmed NSW Foundation Branch into providing judges and I 

have heard her particularly mention the support received from the late 

Alan Swinbourne.  Alice always freely admitted that Wilga was the 

camellia expert in the family and, in all the years of my Branch 

Membership, she was certainly the point of reference for us all. 

Needless to say, Wilga proved to be a very strong Branch President. 

She was a lady of warmth, wit and compassion. Her boundless energy 

and ability, and her sound horticultural knowledge and oratory skills, 

laid the foundation for what is now Camellias Illawarra.  

We were all aware of her special love for camellias, yet her interests 

were much broader and this is perhaps best illustrated by her lengthy 

membership of Wollongong Garden Club and her role over so many 

years as Patron of West Wollongong Garden Club. Notwithstanding 

her special interest in our favourite flower, Wilga told us during one of 

our monthly meetings some twenty years ago: 'If you only have 

camellias in your garden, you have nothing.' 

West Wollongong Garden Club planted a camellia in the 

Rhododendron park at Mount Pleasant to celebrate Wilga's100th 

birthday last March. Knowing Wilga, let's hope it was 'Aspasia 

Macarthur'!! 
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 100 Montague Street 

 North Wollongong 

 NSW 2500 
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Camellias Illawarra Incorporated respects the privacy of all of its members.  No personal de-

tails of individual members will be used for any purpose other than that for which they are held, 

i.e. the operation of the organisation. No person’s personal details will be provided to any other 

party without the express approval of that person. 

Calendar 2018 

March 16 Committee meeting 

March 17 Bus trip to southern Highlands 

April 21 Monthly meeting 

May 19 Monthly meeting 

June 16 Monthly meeting 

July 14-15 NSW show at Ravenswood 

July 21-22 Illawarra Annual Show TAFE 

August 4-5 Berry Show 

August 11 Retic Show 

August 18  monthly meeting 

Sept 1-2 Hume -Albury Show 

Sept 6-9 National Congress Melbourne 

Sept 15 Monthly meeting 

October 20  AGM 

Nov 17 Christmas Party 

This newsletter printed courtesy of the  

office of Stephen Jones MP.  

Federal Member for Whitlam 


