
  

 

An Affiliate of Camellias Australia Inc  

www.camelliasillawarra.org.au 

Speaker: Christine Fernandez 
International Congress: Nantes 

NEXT  MEETING  16 June 2018   
Coniston Community Centre 
Setup & Benching from 1pm  

Meeting starts  2pm 

Graeme and Robyn’s unusual bloom of “Granny Bryce”. A chance 

seedling from Granthamiana that first flowered about the year 2000 
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Monthly Bloom Competition Winners 

Top –Cj “Polar Bear” -Judges Choice 

Grown by Stan & Lorraine Heath 

Lower - Cj “Grand Prix” -Popular Choice 

Grown by William & Janice Walker 
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President’s Message June 2018. 

Blooms are appearing in profusion here in our garden at Russell Vale. 

I had many to take with me to the Judging School last Thursday May 

24 th,  and those who attended were pleased to see so many lovely 

flowers that they had to evaluate. 

I have been kept busy for the past months hand watering our 

camellias, as the persistent dry weather is no help at all in producing 

quality blooms. I wonder how long the dry weather will continue, and 

when I can leave watering my plants up to mother nature. I’ve heard it 

said so many times in the past that camellia flowers are 80 to 90 

percent water, but I believe that if we don’t receive some steady 

rainfall soon, our camellia blooms might lack some of the beauty and 

lustre that we all admire in our favourite flower. 

We were able to meet at the Coniston Community Hall for our 

meeting May 19th. and view the improvements that have been made, 

but, unfortunately, only to the building, nothing has been done in 

regards to increasing the amount of parking spaces, as there are never 

enough for all who attend our monthly meetings. The improvements 

made to the building are most welcome, especially the newly laid floor 

timbers and the removal of what looked to be the ‘bar area’.   

(continued next page) 
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(continued from page 3) 

We have now altered the layout for our meetings, we have reversed the 

usual way of our meetings, in that the ‘head table’ that was previously 

just inside the door at the Eastern end of the hall is now at the Western 

end and that allows late comers to come in unobserved, rather than 

what occurred previously, that is, everyone was facing the doorway 

and were aware of anyone coming in late. 

There were many beautiful blooms presented for the Monthly Bloom 

Competition and there had to be a plea for anyone who hadn’t voted to 

do so, as there was a five-way tie in the ‘People’s Choice’ section, and 

it was felt that even just one person voting would undo the ‘locked-

vote’, which is what happened. It is very satisfying coming to 

meetings and looking at so many blooms of quality presented for 

judging.   

‘Show-Time’ is drawing nearer and I expect you all are going to bring 

some blooms for the judges to look-over. Last year, because Kev 

Reiman was ill and unable to take his place as one of the judges for the 

National Show at Narrandera, I was asked to take his place. We judged 

in ‘pairs’, and I was teamed with a person whom I had never 

previously met. His name is Harvey Short, who prefers to be addressed 

as “Harv” and lives in New Zealand. During the course of the 

afternoon judging we spoke of different things and Harv asked me 

where I live and what Camellia Society I belong to and what sort of a 

Show do we present.  I, being the proud President of a Camellia 

Society that aims to have two thousand blooms on show, told him of 

our expectations and that quite often we reach that aim of two 

thousand. About a month ago he rang me from New Zealand to tell me 

that he and three other people were coming to Wollongong to see 

2,000 blooms without “PETAL BLIGHT”. He told me that camellia 

shows in New Zealand are a very poor spectacle, because of this 

dreaded disease, and if they can view 2,000 blooms, without petal 

blight, it would ‘Make His Day’.  

I hope to see all of you at our next Monthly Meeting, hopefully we can 

hear of the adventures of some who attended the National Congress 

that was held recently.             WW 
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 CAMELLIA CULTURE NOTES. JUNE 2018. 

Due to our very long hot dry summer, which has put a lot of our 

Camellias under heavy stress, (and ourselves for that matter), they 

have become very prone to Pests & Diseases. A strong, healthy, robust 

plant of a mature age very rarely succumbs to the Pest problem, 

unless there is a major infestation around of a particular Pest such as 

Tea Scale or Russet Mite. It is when any plant is under stress from the 

natural elements that make them prone to Pest & disease attacks, just 

like ourselves when we are a bit run down from work overload or 

stress related activities, we are more likely to get sick.  

The 2 most common Pests under these conditions are from Scale & 

Mites. In particular, Tea Scale & Russet Mite, both of which are 

common to most Camellias, although some species have a much 

higher resistance. Tea Scale has been a problem for a long while, and 

gets its name from the commercial tea Camellia which can cause huge 

problems to commercial growers if not controlled. Small birds are 

nature’s way of control, but you will find very few birds in a 

controlled environment such as a Tea Plantation, and certain 

chemicals cause problems to the flavour of the tea if they are systemic 

or leaf penetrants. For ornamentals however, I find “Neem”Oil (ECO

-NEEM) the best solution for both the scale & the mites. 

The 2 most common diseases for Camellias under stress are, “Die-

Back” & “Ring-Spot”. Many a Camellia grower has suffered from 

both these problems and many articles have been written on these 2 

problems. “Die-Back” is the most deadliest of the 2 and prevention is 

better than a cure, as once the plant gets it, your chances of saving the 

plant is only minute. Spring feeding with “Dolomite” is a must, and 

spraying with “Anti-Rot” through the hot summer months also helps 

in the plant’s survival rate.     

(continued next page) 
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(Continued from page 5) 

A plant can be healthy one day, and upon the entering of the “Die-

Back” disease can be dead within a week. Check the “AGFACTS” 

web site, or the book on “What Pest & Disease is That” to get a good 

explanation of the problem and possible treatment. “Ring-Spot 

disease is a watering problem, either by excess watering or poor 

drainage and you have a better chance of saving these affected plants 

if you catch the problem early. Look for the signs on the leaves with 

lighter patches in the leaves appearing before they become dark 

green or black circles.(see diagrams). Hope this information may be 

of some benefit to a lot of new Camellia growers, who have not come 

across these problems before.  

Jim Powell 

Tea Scale 



7 

 

 

Russet Mite 

On Camellia leaves 

Ring-spot 

Die-back 
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Minutes of Monthly Meeting held at  

Coniston Community Centre on Saturday, 19 May 2018  

 

Meeting opened at 2.00 pm by President William Walker, who 

welcomed everyone present.  

Present  28 Members         

Apologies R Hewitt, Pat and Kim Bowyer, Margaret Harvey. Ewald 

 and Marlene Muller Janice Walker  

Sick Members Report   It was mentioned that Marlene and Ewald 

 Muller are not well. 

Birthdays William expressed best wishes to those members 

 having birthdays in May - Jean Groves, Clarissa Wilkes, 

 Andrew Gillam.    

Minutes of Previous Meeting on Saturday, 21 April 2018 

  Moved Tina Hamer, seconded Jim Powell, carried. 

Business Arising from Previous Minutes Nil    

Correspondence  Newsletters from various Affiliates, Eryldene 

pamphlet, Highland Gardens Society Winter Seminar – 28 July 

2018. 

Treasurer’s Report Presented  

Jim’s Problem Corner No problems this month. 

General Business  

 *Anyone requiring a new badge, please see Tina Hamer. 

 *Almost all of the recent order from Neutrog has been picked up 

from Elizabeth Martin’s residence.  Thank you to Elizabeth and 

Robert, your help is much appreciated. 

 *The matter of volunteers for help at our July Show will be 

discussed at the next meeting. 

 *Any suggestions for a better meeting place.  William discussed 

the possibility of holding our monthly meetings at the Uniting 

Church at Bulli.  Discussion followed about the Coniston Hall 

and the Uniting Church at Bulli.  Tina put forward a motion 

asking if we would stay at Coniston and the voting was even .  

Phillip Laird gave a notice of motion to members present that at 

the next meeting we vote on of whether we stay at Coniston or 

move to Bulli Uniting Church.  Tina further moved that we have 

a vote at the Annual General Meeting in October, seconded by 

Judy Keast, carried.      (continued next page) 
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Members will be advised in the Newsletter of a possible change of 

venue and voting will take place at the October AGM Meeting. 

 *The Judging Classes are going well and three people are com-

ing from Sydney, as well as Don and Debby Dewhurst.  The 

classes are on the second and fourth Thursday of the month at the 

Bulli Uniting Church and all are welcome. 

 *DVDs of our bus trip to the Highlands in March are now availa-

ble.  and thank you to Jim  for making these DVDs possible.  

They are a lovely record of our trip to the Highlands in March 

2018. 

 *Jim Powell and Jenny Donohoe are willing to have a display in 

Helensburgh before our Annual Show.  The Corrimal Court dis-

play will be discontinued. 

 *Judy Keast reported that the Highlands Garden Society is hav-

ing the Annual Camellia Show on Saturday, 1 September 2018, 

in the Uniting Church Hall in Bowral (opposite the Public 

School).   

 *Stan Heath asked about our July Show being free this year.  The 

reason for this was explained by William and it appears this will 

be continued as long as we have enough funds to keep entrance 

free of charge. 

 *Tina brought up the matter of the stereo system.  Kevin suggest-

ed we keep it for the time being. 

 *Christine Fernandez raised the matter of our membership list, as 

regards annual subscriptions that have to be paid to Camellias 

Australia.  It was decided that anyone who has not paid by now 

will be left off the membership list.  Christine’s husband, Mi-

guel, has joined today. 

Speaker  
 Following the meeting Kevin Reiman gave a very well prepared 

and illustrated talk on Camellia forms – Kevin showed us many 

examples of the various forms and we were asked to name 

which was the correct form of the flower shown.  It was a very 

informative talk and, hopefully, we should all benefit from this 

instruction.   

The meeting closed at 3.15 pm 

Jean Groves, Minute Secretary 
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 100 Montague Street 

 North Wollongong 

 NSW 2500 

Show Stuff 

Exhibitor numbers: If you are not sure of your number check with 

Kevin at the June meeting. 

Class 602 Container of Camellias: This is a new introduction this 

year. It is a free choice so you can use any container you like be it be 

a vase, a cooking pot, a small watering can, or a soup bowl. Use your 

imagination and be creative. Men you are allowed to enter this class 

also. 

Show Duties: Jean will circulate a list of duties that requires you to 

put your name down and the time you will be available for that duty. 

Judging Teams: Again a list will be circulated, let Kevin know if 

you can’t fulfil the role listed for you. 

Other duties: There are many jobs that need to be carried out at the 

show particularly the job of talking to visitors to the show 
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Mikenjaku. (Mythical Giant with Wide Brows), (C.japonica), Kasuya, 

Kamegorô, 1859, Tsubaki, 

Irohanayose Irotsuki; Itô, Ko’emon, 

1879, Chinkashû: Cardinal red, 

marbled white. Rose-red, marbled 

white in various degrees. Large semi

-double, with large, outer petals and 

a few small, centre petals lying flat. 

Slow, spreading growth. Blooms 

mid-season to late. For colour 

photos see: Satô, 1975, Chûbu no 

Tsubaki, p.91 as ‘Mikenjyaku’. 

Tuyama, 1966, Camellia Cultivars of Japan, pl.141, p.245. Tuyama, 1968, 

Camellias of Japan, pl.283, p.143. Andoh, 1981, Tsubaki, Meika no Shôkai to 

Saibai, pl.68, p.26. Encyclopedia of Camellias in Colour, vol.I, 1972, pl.271. 

Seibundô Shinkôsha, 1979, Senshinshû, p.145. Yokoyama & Kirino, 1989, 

Nihon no Chinka, p.322. RHS., “Award of Merit” in 1953 as ‘Nagasaki’. 

“Mikenjaku” was the name of an ancient Chinese, mythical, brave soldier.  

Some of the Not So Common Camellias in our Garden 

Tsurikagari. (Fishing Beacon), (C.japonica) Iwasaki, 1829, Honzô Zufu: 

Kasuya, Kamegorô, 1859, Tsubaki 

Irohanayose Irotsuki, lists this as 

one of the 5 trees; Tuyama, 1968, 

Camellias of Japan, pl.292, p.148, 

description, p.178: Leaves narrowly 

ovate-oblong to elliptic, twisted, 

long acuminate at the apex, 

manifestly crenate at the margin, 

petioles glabrous. Flowers red 

(Claret rose 021), semi-double, 

with rather poor staminal tube, 

petals recurving, slightly marbled 

with white. Petals deciduous. Late blooming. Originated in Kantô area, 

Japan. The white spotted form of Moshio.  



12 

 

Camellias Illawarra Incorporated respects the privacy of all of its members.  No personal de-

tails of individual members will be used for any purpose other than that for which they are held, 

i.e. the operation of the organisation. No person’s personal details will be provided to any other 

party without the express approval of that person. 

Calendar 2018 

June 14 Judging School 

June 16 Monthly meeting 

June 28 Judging School 

July 14-15 NSW show at Ravenswood 

July 21-22 Illawarra Annual Show TIGS –FREE ENTRY 

August 4-5  Berry Show 

August 11 Retic Show—Bulli Uniting Church - FREE ENTRY 
August 17– 18 Narrandera Show 

August 18  Monthly meeting 

Sept 1  Highlands Camellia Show- Uniting Church Hall Bowral 

Sept 1-2 Hume -Albury Show 

Sept 6-9 National Congress Melbourne 

Sept 15 Monthly meeting 

October 20  AGM 

Nov 17 Christmas Party 

Prize Winners from the May Monthly Bloom Competition 


