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There will be no meeting in February 

Details for the March gathering will be in the next 

newsletter 

Camellia Japonica Hilda Jamieson 

Deep pink shading to white at base. Large, semi double with ruffled 

petals. Vigorous, upright growth. M-L. (Aus. 1977 – Miss H. B. 

Jamieson, Wahroonga, NSW) 
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A happy and smiling William and Janice Walker who received  Life 

Membership at the annual Christmas party.  A well deserved honour. 

Bill and Joanne Parker from Camellias-R-us have been given 

Honorary Membership in recognition of the wonderful support they 

have given to Camellia Illawarra over many years 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE FEBRUARY 2018. 

Happy New Year to all, wherever you are! 

I sincerely hope that all Camellias Illawarra members are preparing 

for this year of competition and enjoyment. I am always amazed at 

the competiveness of our membership, I’ve even been aware of 

members staging blooms on the last day of The Monthly Bloom  

Competition even though they had not entered blooms in any prior 

months of the competition, and I hope that their perseverance will one 

day be rewarded. 

The Committee of Management Meeting will be the first of the year 

as they get together for the meeting on Friday, February 16th., and on 

the agenda will be what to do on the first meeting day,  Saturday 

March 17th  because, the Coniston Community Hall is undergoing 

renovations and will not be available for us to use on that day. I 

realise that there will be no Monthly Meeting whereby we will be 

able to inform all of our membership of the details of March 17th. .  

(continued next page) 
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So I suggest that you pay particular attention to the Newsletter in 

March where we will hopefully have all the particulars relating to 

that day, although you could possibly get all the details by 

telephoning one of the Committee Members after their meeting on 

Friday, February 16th.. 

I don’t expect that we’ve seen the last of the really hot days this 

summer because it still has a little time left and I heard on the TV that 

more hot weather is expected in the coming weeks, although I’m 

pleased that there has been no damage to any camellias caused by hot 

weather here in our garden at Russell Vale. 

This year, once again I’ve been disappointed with the results of my 

grafting. Everything has been OK even after the stage of ‘removal of 

the bag’. Then, after several weeks some of the new grafts have just 

died even though they had healthy looking growth. However, I’ve 

been looking at the concept of “moon Planting” and according to 

what I’ve read, there is a preferred ‘Time To Graft’ and I am going to 

try what is recommended in a publication that I’ve read. I’ll keep you 

informed as to how that turns out. 

Cheerio for now, I hope you all are well!     

              WW. 

The Famous Man 
One day a famous man went to a nursing home to see all of his 

friends again and see how they were doing. When he got there 

EVERYBODY greeted him [because, of course, everybody knows 

him]. One man he noticed didn't come up to him or say anything to 

him, so later he walked up to the man and asked him "Do you know 

who I am?" and the old man replied "No, but you can go to the front 

desk and they'll tell you." 
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Our good friend and fellow member, Bernie Wilkes, has a particular 

liking for this camellia and has done some research into its origins.  

This is his story         (Ed) 

“C.J. Hilda Jamieson” 

[2017 Southern California Camellia Society Camellia Nomenclature 

and Picture Gallery] 

The lady behind the Name 

Hilda Jamieson was born on 4th January 1902 at Avenel, Stanley Street, Waverley. 

Her mother was Marie Elizabeth, and her father Harry Brisbane Jamieson. She was 

the youngest of 3 children. Her brother Harry was born in 1894, and her sister Ella in 

1896. 

Hilda graduated with a Bachelor of Science from Sydney University on Thursday 

29th May 1924. In 1923, she received a Varsity Blue for representing the University 

in Hockey. 

Hilda dedicated her life to many causes, and in particular was a great advocate for 

women. She was a long serving member of the Executive of the NSW Association of 

Graduate Women. In the mid-1960's she donated to the Association a capital fund for 

the Jamieson Prizes, the income to be used for annual awards to women in their final 

undergraduate year. These prizes are still being awarded today. 

 

During the Second World War, Hilda organised in an honorary capacity the National 

Emergency Service Ambulance Drivers’ Association. It was staffed by volunteers, 

and had its headquarters at 71 Macquarie Street Sydney. The members appealed for 

donations of second-hand cars, which they then converted for use as ambulances. 
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The picture below shows Hilda and 2 other members working on a car conversion. 

Hilda is in the centre. 

 

After the War, rather than letting the service close down, Hilda re-branded the 

organisation as the National Emergency Services, an organisation to act as an 

auxiliary to the civil ambulance corps. They used their own vehicles to provide 

transport for people unable to afford taxis to attend various medical appointments 

and treatments. 

Hilda was a supporter of the Rachel Forster Hospital. The Rachel Forster Hospital 

was a general medical and surgical hospital that was run by women, for women, in 

Sydney. Doctors Harriett Eliza Biffin and Lucy Edith Gullett established it as an 

outpatient dispensary in 1922, and it grew from there. It was named after the wife of 

the seventh Governor-General of Australia, Sir Henry William Forster. Hilda raised 

money for the Hospital through the sale of her orchids. She grew 800 orchids at her 

Lindfield home and held displays of her orchids at Mark Foys in the city.  
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In September 1950, she flew 10,000 of her orchid blooms to the United States for 

sale. In the years 1948-1950, she donated £2,000 to the Rachel Forster Hospital from 

the sale of her orchids. 

Hilda also supported the Frensham School in Mittagong, was on the Council of 

Meriden School, and supported the Twilight Homes for Aged Care. 

The Jamieson Programme at Frensham began with Jamieson Weekends in 1986 

when some of the bequest of Hilda Jamieson was used to buy camping equipment 

for Frensham. It is a programme that still runs today. 

An article of the time described Hilda’s passion for her garden. 

For 20 years, Hilda Jamieson has been an enthusiastic grower of 
Cymbidiums and today is said to have the biggest collection of any 
woman grower in New South Wales – and her market is New York! 

Miss Jamieson’s garden is in a lovely woodland setting sheltered 
from the winds. Her orchids, which are all in pots, are grown on 
benches in bush houses with a light tea-tree screening so they get 
diffused sunlight.  

Miss Jamieson's judicious selection and crossing have produced 
many glamorous new varieties of orchids. As an orchid collection 
increases in value every year, many of her rare specimens are worth 
as much as 100 dollars a bulb. 

The growing of orchids from seed is the work of a specialist, and 
Miss Jamieson is an expert at this highly technical job, originally 
done only in England. The seed is like fine dust and is grown on the 
surface of sterilised agar jelly in a glass flask. After each seed has 
been carefully inserted into the flask on a platinum loop, the flask is 
hermetically sealed and kept at a temperature of 75 degrees. 

Miss Jamieson keeps her flasks in the living room in a tank of tropi-
cal fish to company. Some six weeks later, the dust turns into green 
specks each about as big as a pinhead. Ten to twelve months after 
the planting of the seed, when the plants are about an inch long, 
they are removed from their glass home and planted out of doors in 
community plots. 

I can find no written record of her cultivating Camellias, but clearly 

she had an interest in them, having registered the beautiful Camellia 

Japonica Hilda Jamieson in 1977. 

Hilda died on 7th June 1984. 

Thanks Bernie, I wonder how many  of our members have researched their 

favourite camellia. If you have send something to me and I will publish it in 

the newsletter         (Ed)) 
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CAMELLIA CULTURE NOTES FEB. 2018. 

I don’t know about everyone else, but this is the worst summer for my 

Camellias I have ever been through. For the first time ever, the 

temperature on our verandah reached a staggering 47.5 degrees. We 

have also had 5 days of over 40 degrees, and many of our Camellias 

have leaf burn, some very severely. In fact, a Sasanqua under 50% 

shade cloth close to a Colourbond fence, has had two thirds of its 

foliage totally burnt, I have never had this happen before.  

I am sure we are not ‘Robinson Crusoe’ and many of you have suffered 

a similar situation. Provided we do not get many more of these very hot 

days, the majority will fully recover over time, in fact some of my 

smaller leafed varieties have already sprouted new leaves. These plants 

with their new leaves I have moved from the paved area they were 

situated on, and moved them under the shade of a Golden Ash tree 

sitting on mulched Sugar Cane.  I can’t afford to have these new leaves 

burnt again as the plants could be in real trouble. 

The garden plants in general is not too bad, as here on the coast we 

have had sufficient rain storms to keep the soil moist, for 2 nights in a 

row we had a fall of 20mm & 18mm respectively and lighter falls since 

then. Plants in pots however are a different story, as the plant roots in 

pots heat up much more than those whose roots are in the ground. I 

have to constantly check the pots after watering to make sure that the 

water is actually penetrating the potting mix, because if they get too 

dry the mix becomes impervious to water and it just sits on the top or 

runs down the inside of the pots leaving the main rootball dry. The only 

solution to this problem is to fill up a large tub with water and “Wetta 

Soil”; you can also use “Seasol” added to the water.  

When you have as many pot plants as we do, it can be a long slow 

process. I have an empty tub alongside the other one with some Reo-

mesh across the top of it, placing the soaked pot to drain on top into 

the empty tub.         (Continued next page) 
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When this is full from the water drained into it, I reverse the process 

by changing the mesh over to the first tub and using the now filled 

drainage tub for dunking. You would be surprised how much water 

solution this saves. 

Importantly, do not remove the burnt foliage, some will fall off 

naturally, but these burnt leaves will act as an umbrella for the new 

axial buds that if not also burnt from the heat, will produce new 

leaves, (often those axial buds on the extremities of the plant will be 

burnt as well, but others further down the stems will be o.k.). Make 

sure none of your pots are in direct contact with heat absorbing 

surfaces such as pavers or concrete. Raise them up using pot feat of an 

equivalent to allow air to flow underneath the pots. If you don’t do this 

you may just as well go and place them onto your heated up kitchen 

hot plate, you will get the same result. 

Let’s hope this extreme weather does not go on for much longer so we 

can get some good flowers for the coming season. All the best to you 

all and may your Camellias be great in 2.0.1.8. 

Jim Powell 

Gentle Reminder 

Fees: Fees for the upcoming year are now due and should be paid as 

soon as possible.  It is planned to send the membership list to the 

National Editor early in February and if your name is not on that list 

you stand a chance of not getting the next edition of Camellia News. 

Fees can be paid directly or by post  to the new membership secretary 

Les Dewhurst. They can also be paid by direct deposit into the 

Camellias Illawarra account. Single: $20, Household: $24  

BSB: 641-800 Account No:  021112238 

Remember to include your name in the transfer details 
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 100 Montague Street 

 North Wollongong 

 NSW 2500 

Two elderly women were out driving in a large car -- both could barely see 

over the dashboard. As they were cruising along they came to an 

intersection. The stoplight was red but they just went on through. The 

woman in the passenger seat thought to herself,  "I must be losing it, I could 

have sworn we just went through a red light."     

After a few more minutes they came to another intersection and the light was 

red again and again they went right though. This time the woman in the 

passenger seat was almost sure that the light had been red but was really 

concerned that she was losing it. She was getting nervous and decided to pay 

very close attention to the road and the next intersection to see what was 

going on.  

At the next intersection, sure enough, the light was definitely red and they 

went right through. She turned to the other woman and said,  

"Mildred! Did you know we just ran through three red lights in a row! You 

could have killed us!" Mildred turned to her and said "Oh, am I driving?" 
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Christmas luncheon at Bulli Workers Club 
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Camellias Illawarra Incorporated respects the privacy of all of its members.  No personal de-

tails of individual members will be used for any purpose other than that for which they are held, 

i.e. the operation of the organisation. No person’s personal details will be provided to any other 

party without the express approval of that person. 

Calendar 2018 

February 16  Committee meeting 

March   ?????????? 

************ 

This newsletter printed courtesy of the  

office of Stephen Jones MP.  

Federal Member for Whitlam 


