
  

 

An Affiliate of Camellias Australia Inc  

www.camelliasillawarra.org.au 

Next meeting 20 May 

Coniston Community Centre 2pm 

Guest Speaker: Jim Powell 

“High risk camellias on the East Coast due to 

problems associated with their gene pool”. 

 
CJ “Debutante” 

Winner of both the Judges and Popular vote at the April meeting 

Grown by Don & Debbie Dewhurst 
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“Paradise Blush” 

One of Bob Cherries very 

successful sasanqua 

series showing some of the 

forms that the flowers 

exhibit. 

Our bush is something 

over 4 metres high and 

maybe 2 metres wide. It is 

growing in a northerly 

facing aspect. 

KR 
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CAMELLIAS ILLAWARRA INC COMMITTEE 

President: Mr William Walker walker38@optusnet.com.au  02 42842790 
     29 East St, Russell Vale. NSW 2517 
 
V. President: Mr  Don Dewhurst dandddewhurst@bigpond.com 02 98209912 
     7 Moselle Place, Eschol Park. NSW  2558 
 
Secretary: Mrs Elizabeth  Martin  PO Box 60 Dapto 2530  02 42613484 
 
Minute Secretary:  Mrs Jean Groves  jeanandrongroves @bigpond.com 02 42846200 
    4 Lang Street, Balgownie NSW 2519  
 
Treasurer:  Mrs Chris Fernandez, fdezfam@tpg,com.au    0242280937 
      257 Mt Keira Road, Mt Keira NSW 2500 
 
Membership Secretary: Mrs Tina Hamer  christine.hamer1@bigpond.com 
     11 Foy Street, Figtree 2525   0242266401 
 
Web Manager: Mrs Debby Dewhurst dandddewhurst@bigpond.com 02 98209912 
     7 Moselle Place, Eschol Park. NSW  2558 
 
Editor:  Mr Kevin Reiman  cam.illawarra@gmail.com    02 42565794 
    23 Robyn Road, Albion Park Rail  NSW 2527 
 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE MAY, 2017. 

Hi folks, after such a downpour of rain in recent months, camellia 

blooms are becoming more prevalent in our garden here at Russell 

Vale and I suppose there are many in your gardens also and I’m 

looking forward to a beautiful display of blooms for our Monthly 

Bloom Competition this month. 

 

I’m also looking forward to listening to Jim Powell as our ‘Speaker’ 

this month as he widens the theme of “diseases that may affect our 

camellia plants”, and how, hopefully, to overcome or even eradicate 

them. 

 

I’d like to extend a “Get Well Soon Message” to Ron Groves 

following recent surgery and I feel sure that I can speak on behalf of 

all of our membership in hoping for the best of healing for you Ron, 

and we hope that you will soon be restored to good health. If there are 

others who are ill, or have been, may I also extend to you my best 

wishes for a speedy recovery. 

 

(continued on next page) 
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(continued page 3) 

The “Judging School” is again going well with sometimes six attend-

ing and I am most thankful that Kevin Reiman has been able to assist 

in this pleasing task. My recently deceased Brother-in- Law Alan 

Daisley and I were assisted in gaining accreditation as judges by Lau-

rie Carroll and the late Terry Pierson, (both members of The St 

George and Sutherland Affiliate) and when they told us that our 

names would be forwarded to the National Body with the recommen-

dation that we be recognised as judges, they also asked that we do for 

members of our society what they have done for us. Alan and I did 

that together at the Church where we both were regular attenders, until 

he was unable to because of ill health. I am most grateful that Kevin 

has assisted in past years and has also been here to help this year. 

 

Plans have begun for preparation for our shows in July and August. 

There are no additions or deletions to our Show Schedules. Four judg-

es have indicated their pleasure to judge the 214 classes that make up 

our 65th Annual Varietal Show to be held at The Illawarra Grammar 

School (TIGS), West Wollongong July 15/16th. 

 

I have a request to make of all who attend our Monthly Meetings and 

stay for a cup of tea or coffee and a ‘chat’. That is-that everyone be 

responsible for washing the cup or mug that they use for drinking and 

not leave it for someone else to take care of. Please comply with this 

request. 

 

I look forward to meeting you all on Saturday May 20th.   

  WW.  

Have you ever thought to invite a friend, neighbour or relative 

to one of our meetings? Or perhaps someone you have spoken 

to at one of our shows? 

It has always been OK for someone to come to the meetings 

as a guest and it is good way for people to see how we 

operate.  It is our hope that by inviting others to the meetings 

we might pick up new members especially younger ones. 
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Minutes of Monthly Meeting  

held at Coniston Community Centre 15 April 2017 

 

Meeting Opened: at 2pm by President William Walker 

Present: 20 members 

Apologies:  from 10 members 

Sick Member reports: Ron Groves recovering from surgery 
only to be struck down with shingles. Only a little news of 
Alan McGovern 

Birthdays: William expressed best wishes to those  
 members having birthdays in April 

Minutes of Last Meeting:   Confirmed on a motion by Jim 
Powell and seconded by Chris Fernandez  

Business Arising: 
 William still waiting for lists of camellias grown by members 

so far he has only received 4 lists 
 First judging school was held last Thursday with 2 new 

members from NSW Camellia Society in attendance 

Treasurer’s Report: Presented:  

 Correspondence:  
 Sundry newsletters from other societies 
  Youth of the Streets 
  GCA biennial congress to be held at Ulladulla 5 -10 

November 2017 
Report on behalf of Committee: William reported that 

Camellias Australia have been notified that Lorraine Heath, 
Brad Walker and Andrew Gilliam are now recognised as 
judges. 

General Business:  

 Some issues have arisen with the timing for the council 
meetings at national congresses  

 

(continued next page) 
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Important Stuff 

Judges for May: Andrew Gillam & William Walker 

(continued from previous page) 
 Southern Highlands Garden Club have their open gardens 

on 22-23 April. There will be 6,000 rare plants for sale at 
the Southern Highlands Botanic Garden 

 Jim has prepared a DVD tribute to Peter Levick 
 Judges commented on the nice quality of the blooms at 
  the monthly bloom competition despite the bad, windy 
 weather we have been having 
Raffle: (donated by Bill Parker from camellias-r-us) C.j “Susan 
 Stone” won by Jim & Jenny 

Guest Speaker:   Member Bernie Wilkes, who gave us an in-
depth look at his research into Phytophthora. Bernie 
covered the various types, and spread throughout Australia. 
How it is spread, the life cycle, effect it has on plants and 
their appearance, plants that are immune and those 
generally not. He then covered various treatments methods.  
Throughout Bernie’s talk many questions were forthcoming. 

Meeting Closed: 3.30pm 

 

The best way to garden is to put on a wide 

brimmed straw hat and some old clothes. 

And with a hoe in one hand and a cold drink 

in the other, tell somebody else where to dig. 
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NEEM OIL 

In India mainly, but also Asia and Africa, grows a tree all plant 

enthusiasts should be aware of, Azadirachta indica, commonly known 

as the "neem" tree, and a relative of mahogany.  

Extracts from the tree’s seeds contain azadirachtin, a relatively safe 

and effective naturally occurring organic insecticide. The terms 

"naturally occurring and/or organic" do not universally mean safe. 

Pyrethrums, rotenone, and even the very dangerous nicotine are all 

organic insecticides that should be handled with great caution. Neem 

extracts, on the other hand are very safely used in a wide variety of 

cosmetics, as a topical treatment for minor wounds, as an insecticide 

in grain storage containers, bins, and bags, and a whole host of other 

applications.  

Neem is very safe for use around birds & mammals. Neem works in 

many ways. It is effective both in topical and systemic applications. It 

is an anti-feedant, an oviposition deterrent (anti-egg laying), a growth 

inhibitor, a mating disrupter, and a chemosterilizer. Azadirachtin, a 

tetranortriterpenoid compound, closely mimics the hormone ecdysone, 

which is necessary for reproduction in insects. When present, it takes 

the place of the real hormone and thus disrupts not only the feeding 

process, but the metamorphic transition as well, disrupting molting. It 

interferes with the formation of chitin (insect "skin") and stops 

pupation in larvae, thus short-circuiting the insect life cycle. It also 

inhibits flight ability, helping stop insect spread geographically. 

Tests have shown that azadirachtin is effective in some cases at 

concentrations as low as 1 ppm, but some producers use alcohol in the 

extraction of neem oil from plant parts which causes the azadirachtin 

to be removed from the oil. 

 Some products touting neem oil as an ingredient actually have no 

measurable amounts of azadiractin. Neem oil is most often used in an 

aqueous (water) suspension as a foliar spray or soil drench. A drop or 

two of dish washing liquid helps keep the oil emulsified. The mixture 

is then applied as a spray to all leaf and bark surfaces and as a soil 

drench to the tree's root system. It should not be applied as a foliar 

spray on hot days or in bright sun as leaf burn may occur.  

(continued next page) 
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(Continued from page 7) 

Remember to shake the container frequently as you apply and do not 

mix anymore than you will use in one day. Neem breaks down rapidly 

in water and/ or sunlight. 

Some users of insecticides feel the need to observe the instant results 

of their efforts in order to be convinced of the effectiveness of what 

they are using. The application of neem derivatives does not provide 

this immediate gratification.  

There is virtually no knockdown (instant death) factor associated with 

its use. Insects ingesting or contacting neem usually take about 3 - 14 

days to die. Its greatest benefit; however, is in preventing the 

occurrence of future generations.  

It is also interesting to note that in studies it was found that when 

doses were given, purposefully insufficient to cause death or complete 

disruption of the metamorphic cycle, up to 30 surviving generations 

showed virtually no resistance/ immunity to normal lethal doses, so it 

appears that insects build no ‘resistance’ to azadiractin. 

Applications of cold-pressed neem oil are most effective for use on 

mites, whitefly, aphids, thrips, fungus gnats, caterpillars, beetles, 

mealy bugs and leaf miners. It seems to be fairly specific in attacking 

insects with piercing or rasping mouth parts. Since these are the pests 

that feed on plant tissues, they are our main target species.  

Unless beneficial like spiders, lady beetles, certain wasps, etc., come 

in direct contact with spray, it does little to diminish their numbers. 

 

Reprinted with permission of the St George/Sutherland Camellia 

Society 

First cave man to 2nd cave man:  

“I don’t care what you say. We 

never had such unusual weather 

before they started using bows and 

arrows.” 
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  Bloom Grown by 

Class 1 1st Coconut Ice Tina Hamer 

 2nd Violet Weymouth Jim Powell & Jenny Donohoe 

 3rd Kanjiro Jim Powell & Jenny Donohoe 

Class 2 1st Shishi Gashira Tina Hamer 

 2nd Paradise Jennifer Jim Powell & Jenny Donohoe 

 3rd Paradise Pearl Jim Powell & Jenny Donohoe 

Class 3 1st Early Pearly Jim Powell & Jenny Donohoe 

 2nd Beatrice Emily William & Janice Walker 

 3rd Paradise Jessica Jim Powell & Jenny Donohoe 

Class 4 1st Paradise Blush X 3 Sandra & Kevin Reiman 

 2nd Sparkling Burgundy Tina Hamer 

 3rd Beatrice Emily X 3 Tina Hamer 

Class 6 1st Tama no ura Jim Powell & Jenny Donohoe 

Class 7 1st Paradise Little Liane Don & Debby Dewhurst 

 2nd Paradise Petite Don & Debby Dewhurst 

 3rd Paradise Little Liane Don & Debby Dewhurst 

Class 9 1st Mignonne Dean Wilson 

Class 10 1st Tama no ura X 3 Jim Powell & Jenny Donohoe 

Class 12 1st Bonsai Baby Sandra & Kevin Reiman 

 2nd C. Kissi Dean Wilson 

 3rd C. Brevistyla Rubra Jim Powell & Jenny Donohoe 

Class 18 1st Debutante Don & Debby Dewhurst 

 2nd Margaret Davis Tina Hamer 

 3rd Carters Sunburst Sandra & Kevin Reiman 

Class 19 1st Carters Sunburst Stan & Lorraine Heath 

Class 20 1st Susie Fortson Sandra & Kevin Reiman 

 2nd Jerry Donnan Jim Powell & Jenny Donohoe 

Class 21 1st Desire Don & Debby Dewhurst 

Class 22 1st Takanini Tina Hamer 

 2nd Takanini Stan & Lorraine Heath 

 3rd Unknown Dean Wilson 

Class 24 1st Takanini  X 3 Stan & Lorraine Heath 

 2nd Debutante X 3 Don & Debby Dewhurst 

Class 29 1st Yoimachi Jim Powell & Jenny Donohoe 

 2nd Yoimachi Jim Powell & Jenny Donohoe 

Class 31 1st Waterlily Tina Hamer 

Best Blooms    
Judge's Choice  Debutante D &D Dewhurst 

People's Choice  Debutante D & D Dewhurst 

April monthly bloom competition results 
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 100 Montague Street 

 North Wollongong 

 NSW 2500 

 Phone: 4227 1222 

Email: storage@permian.net.au 
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Camellias Illawarra Incorporated respects the privacy of all of its members.  No personal de-

tails of individual members will be used for any purpose other than that for which they are held, 

i.e. the operation of the organisation. No person’s personal details will be provided to any other 

party without the express approval of that person. 

 

Calendar 2017 

May 4—Judging school (note change of date) 

May 20— Monthly meeting 

May 25—Judging school 

June 17— Monthly meeting 

July 8-9—NSW Camellia Show at Ravenswood 

July 15-16—Camellias Illawarra Annual Show at TIGS 

July 28-31—Camellias Australia National Congress at Sunshine   

    Coast , Queensland 

August 5-6—Berry Camellia Show at Berry School of Arts 

August 12—Illawarra Reticulata Show at Bulli Uniting Church 

August 19—Monthly Meeting 

August 25-26—National Camellia Show at Narrandera 

September 16—Monthly Meeting 

October 20—AGM 

November 18—Annual Christmas Party 

Back Page  

For those of you with time on your hands and have internet access, 

an interesting website can be found  by typing trove in your search 

engine. Among the many interesting things I found there was a copy 

of  Volume 1, no.4 of the Australian and New Zealand Camellia 

Society Annual dated 1957. It can be read online 

Another site is our own Camellias Illawarra site. Just type camellias 

illawarra into your search engine to see what Debby has included on 

the site. 

This newsletter printed courtesy of the  

office of Stephen Jones MP.  

Federal Member for Whitlam 


