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Reserve  Champion Bloom 

Pharaoh Grown by Brad Walker 

Champion Miniature 

ñGrace Albrittonò  

Grown by  

Graeme Oke & Robyn Bryce 

Champion Reticulata 

ñDr Clifford Parksò  

Grown by 

E & M Muller 
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PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE AUGUST, 2017. 

In presenting my message to you for this month Iôd like to begin 
by expressing my sincere thanks to our ñShow Organiserò Tina 
Hamer. 

 Iôve always believed that we should Give Thanks where it 
is due and Tina has now completed her second Annual Show 
Presentation that has been completed with a minimum of óFuss 
and Dramaô and we owe her our most hearty Congratulations for 
a job well done. 

 It all began with the decision that we should order in Lunch 
when the setting up for the show began on Thursday at 12 noon. 
Those who offered their help didnôt have to worry about lunch as 
it was provided for them and they could stay at the venue and 
eat lunch when they needed it. 

 Thus, the set-up was completed in record time, I left to go 
home at 3.15pm, the cups having already been filled with water 
ready for blooms to be place in them, a job that in previous 
years was left until Friday pm. This enabled everyone to stay at 
home Friday morning and prepare their blooms ready to be 
placed on the Show tables after 3.00pm Friday afternoon. 

 
 



4 

 

 Another first for our Society was the hiring of a man with 
a small truck to pick up all of the Show Equipment that we 
keep in óStorageô. This eliminated the need for three of us with 
our cars to load all the gear we needed and transport to the 
Show Venue. You might ask ñWhat Gear?ò  Well, there are the 
black table clothes that are placed on every table, the small 
square lengths of wood that define each of the óClassesô in the 
show, the four different sizes cups in which we place our 
blooms, and the bottles which are used to hold the Sprays in 
Section 2 of the Show, all of our varying signs directing people 
to the show, the banners that we have for advertising and a 
few other odds and ends that we need and use at every show. 

 I also want to thank Lola and her daughter Jo for their 
continuing presence in the kitchen, providing us with all that 
we needed and to keep us well fed, and for everyone who 
assisted in the kitchen (how important are they, what would we 
do without lunch both Saturday and Sunday and cups of tea or 
coffee that enabled us to keep on keeping on?)   

 A big thank you also to all who gave their time in many 
different aspects of the show, such as manning the Entry 
Table and the Trading Table and to those who provided goods 
for sale at the trading table. Every one worked in harmony and 
it was a pleasure for me to see all of those smiling faces both 
days of the show.   

 The next task for us is the Reticulata Show Set-up on 
Friday August the 11

th. 
ready for the show on Saturday. We will 

not have access to the hall until 8.00pm, but there isnôt very 
much needed by way of setting up as all of the tables that we 
will need will be at the hall and we will not need water in the 
cups as it will only be a one day show. .I will be surprised if we 
will need to be there after 10.00pm. It may even be possible 
for blooms to be tabled before we leave for home. 

In closing may I once again wish for you all success at the 
Retic Show.             WW  
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Annual Show Results 

Grand Champion Bloom and winner of the Jessep Medal 

   ñElegans Champagneò  Grown by C & H Cowell 

Reserve Champion Bloom and winner of the Wilson Medal 

   ñPharaohò  Grown By B Walker 

Champion Japonica and winner of  the Delaforce Award 

   ñNuccios Gemò Grown By D & D Dewhurst 

Champion Reticulata and winner of  the  Greentree Award 

   ñDr Clifford Parksò Grown By E & M Muller 

Champion Non Retic Hybrid 

   ñJamieò Grown by G Oke & R Bryce 

Champion Miniature 

   ñGrace Albritton  Grown by G Oke & R Bryce 

Champion  Spray 

   ñWirlinga Princessò Grown by B Walker 

Champion Australian Cultivar 

   ñPolar Bearò Grown by C & H Cowell 

Champion Illawarra Bloom and winner of the Musgrave Award 

   ñCarters Sunburstò Grown by S & K Reiman 

Champion Group of Five Camellias and winner of the Daisley Award 

   ñMiss Tulareò, ñLois Shinaultò, ñValentine Dayò,  

   ñTerrell Weaverò, ñWinters Own Variegatedò 

   Grown by S & K Reiman 

Champion Group of Three Camellias and winner of the Jones Award 

   ñWinters Own Var,ò Grown by S & K Reiman 

Most Successful  Exhibitor  and winner of the Cowell trophy 

   J Powell & J Donohoe 

Special Formal Double and winner of the McGovern Award 

   ñL T Deesò Grown by J Powell & J Donohoe 

Best White Camellia and winner of the Robinson Award 

   ñHan-Ling Snowò Grown by A Gillam & P Cameron 

Best Bloom Exhibited by a Junior 

   ñGrace Albrittonò Shown by Cooper Hammersley 
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No Name Total 

10 J Powell & J Donohoe 146 

9 S & L Heath 138 

20 W & J Walker                                                 106 

17 B & J Walker 85 

21 K & S Reiman 80 

38 C & H Cowell 69 

2 T Hamer 61 

5 G Oke & R Bryce 45 

16 D & D Dewhurst 36 

1 K & P Bowyer 34 

30 D & C Low 33 

39 R Griffiths 30 

26 E & M Muller 29 

13 A Gillam & P Cameron 28 

27 S Egan 28 

33 R & J Groves 25 

12 R & L Croker 21 

37 J Walker 19 

25 Melissa Walker 16 

8 J Swan 15 

23 B & M Harvey 11 

46 C Fernandez 9 

48 D Wilson 7 

7 R & K Hewitt 6 

83 Lilian Wings 4 

29 Linda Moss 3 

70 Sienna McQuiggin 3 

72 Cooper Hamersley 3 

71 Isabelle McQuiggin 2 

82 Shelley Groves 2 

80 Lachlan Groves 1 

90 Lara Hammersley 1 

Point Score from Annual show 2017 
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Report on Annual Show 2017 

 

Our 65
th
 Annual Show was pleasing in some aspects but 

disappointing in others. 

It was most pleasing to see a total of 2031 blooms presented for 
judging, and the continuing fine weather, without those dreaded 
South-Westerly Winds, enabled our members and people from 
other affiliates, to place many quality blooms on the Show 
Tables. 

 

The first disappointment for me was that there were no entries 
in six of the Retic Classes, but hopefully we will see a better 
array at our Reticulata Show on Saturday, August 12

th.  

 

The retics that were missing were ñArcadiaò, ñCaliforniaò with all 
of her family, óDawnô, óFantasy,ô ôSunriseô and óSunsetô, ñCurtain 
Callò, ñDamanaoò, ñDebutò, ñDescanso Mistòô, ñHarold L Paigeò 
and ñLady Pamelaò. The Retic Show will be in four weeks time 
and I feel sure that there will be more retic cultivars opening in 
that space of time. Just in the past few days I have noticed 
blooms of ñLady Pamelaò  and ñDr Clifford Parksò  in my garden 
that were not open for the show and I expect others will soon be 
making an appearance. There was a total of 176 reticulata 
blooms in the Section of thirty Classes. 

 

In Section two for Sprays, sixty-two entries were received in 
thirteen Classes but there were zero entries for ñBaby Bearô and 
ñSpring Mistò. 

 

Section three was for Named Japonica Cultivars where 732 
entries were received in 83 Classes. The most contested class 
was for ñMargaret Davisò where there were 28 entries. Other 
well contested classes were ñCarterôs Sunburstò 23, ñDona 
Hertzilia de Freitasò and ñMagalhaes Variegatedò received 22 
entries,ò Oki-no-namiò/òMoshioò and  ñGreat Easternò each 
received 20. ñJean Lyneô and ñMoonlight Bayò were both 
uncontested.     (continued next page) 
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(continued from previous page) 

Of twenty-two classes in the Section for Miniature Blooms and 
Species both ñRosabelleò and ñSweet Janeò were uncontested. It 
is difficult to understand why there were no entries for ñSweet 
Janeò as there have been many entries for this cultivar in past 
years. I know that many of our members grow it and canôt 
understand why there were no blooms presented on Show Day. 
There were 185 entries in this section, well down compared with 
totals of previous years. 

 

This year saw the addition of an extra class in section 6 entitled 
ñ GENERALò . It was for a ñBasket of Camellias with no less 
than seven bloomsò. It was a little difficult to count all of the 
blooms in the baskets that were placed on the table and I 
estimated there to be 60. It proved to be a very well contested 
class and it may become more popular in the future. 

 

Another disappointment to me was the low total of blooms in 
Section 7, Non Reticulata Hybrids. There were only 145 entries 
in the 20 classes but only one class was uncontested, that was 
ñAnticipationò. The only lower number of entries is this Section 
was last year when we only received 123 entries. 

 

The collections of three and five camellias were well contested 
and helped to lift the number of blooms in show this year. There 
were 234 blooms in collections of three and 200 in collections of 
five. 

In summing up the show this year, I was pleased to see the 
number of blooms in show exceed 2,000 but considering the 
perfect weather that we have experienced during the past few 
weeks I thought that we might have reached greater numbers. It 
isnôt every year that we are not ravished by those dreaded South
-Westerly Winds that tear our blooms to pieces and spreads 
petals and blooms in all directions. 

(continued next page) 

I 
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It is rather disappointing to see such low numbers of blooms in 

some of the Sections of the show, particularly the Non-retic hy-

brids and I wonder if and how we can bring better numbers in 

this section. I know that growing hybrids is somewhat difficult 

here on the Illawarra Coast but I also know that some of our 

members do it very nicely and I wonder too what we can do 

about the problem.                 WW. 

(Editors note. It was pleasing to see that a total of 32 competitors gained 
points at the show, not sure how many failed to get points but it could have 
been as many at 15, thatôs a wonderful total of exhibitors.) 

CULTURE NOTES FOR AUGUST 2017 

A NOTE IN REGARDS TO THE USE OF INSECTICIDES. 

Insecticides come in different forms, e.g. Contact, this is by spraying 

the insect and this is directly taken in through the body of the insect 

and kills it. If there are beneficial insects present it will kill them also. 

(Fly sprays are a good example).  

Some are penetrates; that is, the poison is absorbed into the soft tissue 

of the plants such as the foliage, and once dried, only affects those 

insects, bugs or mites that either rasp, suck or bite the poisoned 

tissue, such as Pyrethrum sprays. Others are Systemic, this is 

absorbed by the whole live tissue of the plant, and works the same 

way as the penetrates but over a much broader area, i.e., Confidor.  

All these Insecticides come in different biological & non biological 

forms. Biological derived from natural sources, such as Pyrethrums 

from the Daisy family, Confidor from the Tobacco Leaf, Neem Oil 

from the Neem tree etc. Non biological are chemical equivalents and 

are generally more harmful not only to the insects but also to other 

animals and human beings. The broader the range of living things 

these chemicals can kill, the greater the danger it is to living things in 

general. The smaller the spectrum, the less harmful it is. 

(continued next page) 
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In regards to the bee population and pollination of flowers & fruit 

trees, one should be careful as to when you use them. Donôt use 

Contact sprays when Bees are foraging, spray late in the afternoon 

when they have gone. Same applies to penetrates & systemic, only 

when the surface is still wet will it be a problem, as Bees donôt suck or 

chew foliage or flowers, they are only interested in pollen. 

There is an excellent book put out by the Dept. Of Agriculture called 

óThe Safe Handling of Pesticidesô, it also contains 3 LD50 charts, one 

on Bees, one on Fish and one on Humans & warm blooded creatures. 

You will find these charts most helpful in using any pesticides and 

other chemical & non chemical products. 

Jim Powell 

Important Stuff 

Neutrog: This is your last chance to get your order to Christine.  

From what I have been told we are very close to having enough to 

place the order. Christine will take orders at the Retic show. 

 

National Camellia Show: To be held at the Narrandera Ex-Services 

Club Bolton Street Narrandera on Friday 25 and Saturday 26 

August. 

Benching can be done on Thursday night and Friday morning. 

This is a very welcoming show and is run jointly by the Narrandera 

Garden Club and Hume Camellias Society. There will be a 

presentation dinner held on the Saturday night at the club at a cost of 

$46.  Bookings for the dinner to Lynette Gleeson (02) 6959 3136. 

(Editors note: Should you wish to spend several hours in researching 

this important topic there are many very interesting websites 

including those of the departments of Agriculture, primary industry, 

and environment. Also a very lengthy study conducted by the 

Australian Academy of Technological Sciences and Engineering.) 
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